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Joseph P. Ford

1978 to 2008

With the March 2008 Town Meeting, Joe Ford completes 30 years of service to Lee as

a Selectman. Joe has chosen to retire at the three-decade mark, saying that thirty years

represents a good round number and that he is ready for a bit of rest from this demanding

position. Over the years, he has worked with many other Selectmen and town committees to

help make Lee the livable and special town it is today. Joe is proudest of his contributions to

land conservation in Lee, citing the town's remarkable record in protecting its forests, farms,

aquifers, and open spaces. He is also known for his detailed and clear budget presentations at

Town Meeting.

"I plan to work on some writing, and also finish putting my own land into a conservation

easement," Joe says. Joe owns about 75 acres of land on Garrity Road abutting the Oyster

River in northern Lee. He has lived in Lee since 1956. During his 30-year tenure as Selectman,

Joe has seen the town's population grow from about 2,000 to more than 4,500. "When I first

moved to Lee, it was a small agricultural community. Now it is a growing suburb, struggling to

protect the best of its past, while providing necessary services to its residents," Joe says.

Joe Ford was born in 1929 in Arlington, Massachusetts, the son of emigrants from

County Cork, Ireland. His family moved to Alton, NH, when he was four and he grew up in

Alton and Wolfeboro, graduating from Brewster Academy in Wolfeboro in 1948. He then

worked at the First National and A&P grocery stores in Wolfeboro for several years before

enrolling at the University of New Hampshire. In 1956, he graduated from UNH, cum laude,

with a major in political science.

While attending UNH, he also served two terms in the NH State Legislature as a

representative from Wolfeboro. He was the youngest member of the NH House of

Representatives (he was 21 when first elected) and served in his second term as vice-chair of

the House Education Committee.

Joe went on to receive a Master's degree in Public Administration from Harvard's

Graduate School of Public Administration in 1958. In 1959, he received a Congressional

Fellowship from the American Political Science Association and worked for a year on Capitol

Hill in Washington, D.C., as in intern on the staffs of Congressman Perkins Bass of New
Hampshire and Senator Clifford Case of New Jersey. Starting in 1960, Joe Ford taught at

UNH for over thirty years, serving on the faculty of the Political Science Department and

offering courses in American national, state, and local government.

In addition to his work as a Selectman, Joe served on the Town of Lee's Advisory

Budget Committee for a total of 30 years. He also served on the East-West Highway

Committee and the Oyster River School Budget Committee and was a member of the Lee

Heritage Commission. For several years, he was on the Board of Directors of the New

Hampshire Municipal Association, where he was a strong advocate of local home rule. Joe says,

"The Town of Lee has been fortunate over the years in having good Boards of Selectmen. The

board members have a long tradition of being able to disagree with others without being

disagreeable. They also try to be civil to the public and to serve the best interests of the

community."

The Town of Lee is grateful to Joe Ford for his thirty years of exceptional service to

the town. Thank you, Joe, from your friends, neighbors and fellow citizens.
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Joan Seeley

1931-2007

Joan Seeley always took great pride in the fact

that she was a direct descendant, on her mother's side of the

family, of five Mayflower Pilgrims, including the famous Elder

William Brewster.

Although born in Haverhill, Massachusetts, she lived

most of her life (64 years) in Lee, having moved here with her

parents when she was only twelve. Joan's mother was the sis-

ter of Euna Keniston, the wife of a prominent dairy farmer

and public official in Lee.

Joan attended Lee's one-room school house (now the

Town Hall), where her aunt, Euna Keniston, taught classes,

and later went to Newmarket High School (at that time the

Oyster River Cooperative School District did not exist, and

Lee had no high school.)

Like her husband Derek, Joan became an active resi-

dent of the Lee community. A long-time member of the Lee

Church Congregational, she served as president of the Lee

Woman's Club, and was a life-time member of the Lee Histori-

cal Society. She also served for more than twenty years as

chairperson and supervisor of the Town of Lee voters check-

list, a vital, though often unappreciated position in the N. H.

local government.

Joan's interest in New England history and family ge-

nealogy also lead her to become a life-time member of the

Martha's Vineyard, Barre, Hardwick and Petersham historical

societies of Massachusetts.

Joan especially enjoyed her many trips across "the big

pond" to visit her family relatives in England. Like her Pilgrim

ancestors, she was deeply responsive to the needs and con-

cerns of her family, her friends, and her community.

JPF



TOWN OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

SELECTMEN
Joseph P. Ford 2008
Frank W. Reinhold Jr. 2009
W. James Griswold 2010

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR, Diane L. Ouimond

TOWN CLERK /TAX COLLECTOR
Linda L Reinhold 2008
Penelope A. Stetson, Deputy Appointed

Mary Blair, Assistant Appointed

TREASURER
Jennifer 5. Allen 2010
Winf ield Bassage, Deputy Appointed

MODERATOR- Dale T. Swanson 2008

CODE ENFORCEMENT, PLANNING <& ZONING
HEALTH OFFICER A RABIES CONTROL

Allan Dennis
Caren Rossi, Secretary

OVERSEER OF PUBLIC WELFARE
Suzanne DeRocchi, Supervisor
Diane L. Guimond, Assistant

Caren Rossi, Assistant

TOWN SECRETARY- Donna F. Eisenhard

TOWN BOOKKEEPER- Joanne Clancy

SUPERVISOR OF CHECKLIST
Carlo Corey, Chairperson 2008
Clara Kustra 2010
Marian Kelsey 2012

MAINTENANCE
William Stevens



LAND PROTECTION ADMINISTRATOR
Laurel Cox

TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUND
John Tappan 2010
Scott Bugbee 2008

SUPERINTENDANT OF CEMETERIES
Randolph Stevens

CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Donna F. Eisenhard, Honorary Lifetime Trustee
Janice Neill 2010
Marianne Banks 2008
Jacquelyn Neill 2009

LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Margaret Dolan, Chairperson 2008
Annamarie Gasowski, Vice Chair 2009
Katrinra Pellecchia, Secretary 2010
Carol Evans, Treasurer 2008
Cynthia Giguere-Unrein 2010

LIBRARY STAFF
Lisa Morin, Library Director
Michelle Stevens, Assistant Librarian

Cristy Gylfphe, Library Assistant
Scottie Robinson, Chilaren,s Librarian

Caitlin Carlsen, Library Page

HIGHWAY A PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Randolph S. Stevens, Highway Supervisor

Warren Hatch, Assistant

Peter Hoyt



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Dale Hardy, Director

TRANSFER STATION
Roger Rice, Manager
Peter Hoyt
Frank Reinhold III
Douglas Sheehan

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chester Murch, Chief

Thomas Dronsf ield, Sergeant
Brian Huppe, Sergeant
Scott Flanagan, Officer
Ar\r\'\e Cole, Officer
Raymond Pardy III, Officer
RoDin Estee, Administrative Assistant

Frank W. Reinhold Jr., Selectmen's Representative

LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Michael Blake, Chief

Peter Hoyt, Deputy Chief, Fire Warden
James Brown, Captain

Mark Kustra, Lieutenant
Martin Castle. Lieutenant

Joseph Lombardo Sr., Firefighter/EMT
Jim Davis, Lieutenant/EMT, Full Time
Scott Nemet, Firef ighter/EMT, Full Time

DEPUTY WARDENS
John DeVoter
Jennifer Gingras

James Brown
Scott Nemet

Mark Kustra
Joseph Lombardo
Jim Davis

J. Phillip Stetson



VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
Dan Brothwell
Benjamin Blake
Mark DeRocchi
Frank DeRocchi
Nathan Duclos
Shannen Evans
Sean l^cGann
Jennifer G'lngras

Adam Griffith

Warren Hatch
Peter Henny
Allison Jean, EMT
Jennifer Zaidlicz

LEE PLANNING BOARD
John LaCourse, Chairman
Robert Moynihan
Robert Smith
Scott Kemp
Dwight E. Barney

Gary Kustra
Scott Wilson
Joseph Lombardo Jr.

Karen Long
Charles Lunderaan
Ken McAdams
John Mirasola
Bruce Morse Jr.

Bruce Morse Sr.

David Stafford
Erin Storace
J. Phillip Stetson
Ron Zaidlicz

2008
2010
2009
2011
2009

W. James Griswold., Selectmen's Representative

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
James Banks, Chairman 2009
David Allen 2011
Philip Sanborn Jr. 2011
Tobin Farwell 2010
Dale T. Swanson, Alternate 2010
Harvey Epstein, Alternate 2009
John Hutton III, Alternate 2011

STRAFFORD REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
Melvin Jenkins 2009
Caren Rossi 2011



CONSERVATION COMMISSION
William Humm, Chairman 2010
L. David Meeker, Secretary 2011

Antoinette Hartgerink 2010
Richard Babcock 2010
Paul Pepler 2011

Timothy Moody 2011

Laura Gund 2009
Anne Tappan, Alternate 2009
Richard Weyrick, Member Emeritus

RECREATION COMMISSION
Philip Sanborn Jr, Chairperson 2011

Paul Kerrigan, Alternate 2010
Am Wright 2009
Dawn Genes 2011

John Shea 2010
Cynthia Nizzari-McClain, Alternate 2009
Charles McClain, Alternate 2009
Steven Slovenski, Alternate 2010
David Young, Alternate 2011

Geoffrey Carlton, Alternate 2010
Frank W. Reinhold Jr., Selectmen's Representative

LEE HERITAGE COMMISSION
Patricia Jenkins, Chairperson 2011

Tina Sawtelle 2008
Laura Gund 2011

Sarah Cox 2008
Richard Wellington 2011

David Miner, Alternate 2011

Joseph Ford, Selectmen's Representative



ADVISORY BUDGET COMMITTEE
Scott Bugbee 2009
James Stewart 2010
WInf ield Bassage 2008
Amos Townsend 2010
Benjamin Genes 2009
Alice MacKinnon 2008
W. James Griswold, Selectmen's Representative

LAMPREY REGIONAL SOLID WASTE COOPERATIVE
Joseph P. Ford, Lee Director 2007
Roger Rice, Alternate Director

LAMPREY RIVER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Frank W. Reinhold Jr.

Sharon Meeker
Eileen Miller

ADVISORY WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE
William McDowell, Chairman 2009
David Cedarholm 2010
Jay Grumbling 2009
Antoinette Hartergink 2009
Michael Pellecchia 2009
W. James Griswold, Selectmen's Representative

SAFETY COMMITTEE
Diane L. Guimond, Chairperson
Suzanne DeRocchi
Michelle Stevens
Peter Hoyt
Warren Hatch
Scott Nemet



EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE
Dale Hardy, Director Allan Dennis

Randolph Stevens Blaine Cox
Jim Davis Scott Nemet
Jacquelyn Neill Marianne Earhart Banks

James Banks Robin Estee
Chester Murch Frank W. Reinhold Jr.

Diane L. Guimond Katherine Moore
Caren Rossi Joseph Ford
Frank DeRocchi Suzanne DeRocchi
Joseph Lombardo W. James Griswold

SOLID WASTE COMMITTEE
Israel Yost, Chairman 2009
George Estes 2009
John Halstead 2009
Frederick Pulitzer 2010
Thomas Foxall 2011

Roger Rice, Transfer Station Manager
Frank W. Reinhold Jr., Selectmen's Representative

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
Blaine Cox 2010
Paul Gasowski 2009
Ann Wright 2010
Dale Swanson 2010
Jay Hilyard 2009
Frank W. Reinhold Jr., Selectmen's Representative

SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Henry Brackett 2011

Alice MacKinnon 2011

William Henze 2011

Joseph Ford, Selectmen's Representative



FRIENDS OF LEE LIBRARY
Linda MacKay, Board of Directors
Sheri Griffith, Board of Directors
Ar\r\ D. Ury, Board of Directors
Caria Contarino, Board of Directors
Cynthia Searwan, Ann D. Ury, Co-Presidents
Mariette Young, Nicole Lawton, Co-Vice Presidents
Marie Richards, Treasurer
Mary Stumhofer, Secretary

TOWN HISTORIAN
Richard H. Wellington

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Rosemary Scott, President
Phyllis Snenefiel, Vice President
Jacqueline Blandin, Secretary
Patricia Jenkins, Treasurer
Lorramz Cabral, Publicity

Cynthia Von Oeyen, Programs
Laura Gund, Board of Directors

AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
Richard Babcock 2010
Brick Sawtelle 2010
Laura Gund 2010
Thomas tAc Cabe 2011
Wendy Fogg 2011
David Miner 2011
Laurel Cox 2009
Paul Gasowski 2009
Dwight Barney 2009
Scott Kemp, Alternate 2009
David Allen, Alternate 2009
Michael Lynch, Alternate 2009
Blaine Cox, Alternate 2011
Anm Tappan, Alternate 2010
Jacqueline McCabe, Alternate 2010
Charles Cox, Alternate 2010
W. James Griswold, Selectmen's Representative



ENERGY COMMITTEE



TOWN OFFICES HOURS OF OPERATION
AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Website: leenh.org

SELECTMEN 659-5414
Hours: 8 am to 4 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday. Closed Thursday .

Diane L. Guimond, Town Administrator
Donna Eisenhard, Secretary
Joanne Clancy, Bookkeeper

TOWN CLERK-TAX COLLECTOR 659-2964
Hours: 8 am to 6 pm Monday. 8 am to 4 pm Wednesday
and Friday. Closed Tuesday and Thursday.

Linda Reinnold, Clerk/Collector

Mary Blair, Assistant

CODE ENFORCEMENT 659-6783
PLANNING AND ZONING- BUILDING INSPECTOR
Hours: 8 am to 4 pm Monday through Friday
Public Office Hours: 8:30 am to 2 :30 pm Monday
through Friday .

Allan Dennis, Code Enforcement officer
Caren Rossi, Secretary

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 659-6515
Hours: By Appointment

Randolph Stevens, Supervisor
Warren Hatch, Assistant

OVERSEER OF WELFARE 659-4528
Hours: By Appointment

Suzanne DeRocchi, Supervisor
Diane L. Guimond, Assistant
Carefi Rossi, Assistant

POLICE 659-5866
Hours: Monday through Friday 8 am to 4 pm

Chester Murch, Chief

11



TOWN OF LEE NEW HAMPSHIRE
Minutes of the 2007 Town Meeting
March 13, 2007 - March 15, 2007

The March 2007 Lee Town Meeting was called to order

at 8:00 a.m. at Mast Way School by Moderator Dale T
Swanson. Mr. Swanson read the Town Warrant'. To the
inhabitants of the Town Lee, County of Strafford,

State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town af-

fairs: You are hereby notified to meet at the Mast Way
School on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of March 2007
to act on the following subjects:

(Polls will open from 8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.)

1 . To choose all necessary Town Officers for the

ensuing year.

2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the changes
proposed to the Lee Zoning Ordinance and/or Building

codes.

Present were Moderator Dale Swanson, Assistant Mod-
erator J. Phillip Stetson, Supervisors of the Checklist,

Clara Kustra, ^^ar\ar\ Kelsey, and Carlo Corey, Town
Clerk/Tax Collector, Linda R. Reinhold, and Assistant

Town Clerk/Tax Collector, Mary Blair.

Sworn in as Ballot Clerks were Jacqueline Neill, Janice

Neill, Patricia Jenkins, Melvin Jenkins, J. Derek Seeley,.

Laura Gund, James Banks, l^arlanne Banks.

Moderator Swanson dosed the polls at 7:00 p.m. and the

Lee Town Meeting was recessea to March 14, 2006 at

7:30 p.m. at the Mast Way School.

Moderator Swanson reconvened the March 2007 meet-
ing on Wednesday Inarch 14, 2007 at 7:30 pm at Mast
Way School to act on Articles 3 through 37.

Moderator Swanson noted that he does not adhere
strictly to the Rules of Roberts Order; that he believes

\n a strong adherence to civility, common sense and

12



courtesy. The legislative body of this community and
everyone in it has an opportunity to participate, briefly.

It is important to participate, ask questions and expect
answers; however, he will not allow open debate amongst
people in the audience. If you wish to speak, stand up
and be recognized.

Moderator Swanson read the results of the town elec-

tions that were held on Tuesday; results are listed be-

low:

SELECTMEN
For Three Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE
W. James Griswold 539

TREASURER
For Three Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE
Jennifer S. Allen 577

TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS
For Three Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE
John Tappan 533

TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS
For Two Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE

LIBRARY TRUSTEE
For Three Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN TWO
Cynthia (^iguere-Unrein 331
Katrinka Pellecchia 303
Scott Turnbull 271

CEMETERY TRUSTEE
For Three Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE
Janice Neill 520

ADVISORY BUD(5ET COMMITTEE
For One Year VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE
Alice MacKinnon 488

ADVISORY BUDGET COMMITTEE
For Two Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE

13



Benjamin R. Genes 517

ADVISORY BUDGET COMMITTEE
For Three Years VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE
James A. Stewart 489
Amos R. Townsend 446

ARTICLE 11

Question 1. Are you in favor of the following proposed
amendments/changes to the Lee Building Regulations for

Article V, of the 2005 Lee Building Regulations as listed

below? These amendments/changes, if passed, will

change the 2005 Lee Building Regulations to the 2007
Lee Building Regulations. The following amendments/
changes are, in part, updating codes already listed and

the addition of NFPA 1, the Uniform Fire Code, 2006
Edition and NFPA 720, carbon monoxide detection in

dwellings.

Please note: Deletions are bold/underlined and addi-

tions/changes are in bold Italics.

ARTICLE V
CODES

The following codes are hereby adopted and made part

of this ordinance:

1. International Building Code 2000 Replace with:

2006, Delete: First Edition, published by Interna-
tional Code Council, Inc., with BOCA; Building Offi-
cials <& Code Administrators International, Inc.,

ICBO; International Conference of Building Officials

and SBCCI; Southern Building Code Congress Inter-

national, Inc.

2. International Residential Code for One and Two
Family Dwellings 2000, Replace with: 2006 , Delete:

First Edition, published by International Code Council,

Inc., with BOCA; Building Officials <& Code Adminis-

trators International, Inc., ICBO; International Con-

14



ference of Building Officials and SBCCI; Southern
Building Code Congress International, Inc.;

3. International Plumbing /2000, First, Replace with:

2006 Edition, published by International Code Coun-
cil, Inc. with BOCA; Builcfing Officials <& Code Admin-
istrators International, Inc., ICBO; International
Conference of Building Officials and SBCCI; Southern
Building Code Congress International, Inc.;

4. BOCA National Fire Prevention Code/1993, Ninth
Replace with: 2006 Edition, published by Building

Officials <& Code Administrators International, Inc.;

5. NFPA National Electrical code, 2002 , Replace with:

2005 Edition, published by National Fire Protection
Association;

6. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 , Replace with:

2006 Edition, published by National Fire Protection As-
sociation. The adoption of this code or where the life

safety code is referenced by other codes is hereby
amended to exclude section - 24.3.5.1, Extinguish-
ment Requirements of Chapter 24, One and Two
Family Dwellings. One and two family dwellings shall

comply with the International Residential Code as
adopted;

7. New Hampshire Energy Code, as adopted by the
Public Utility Commission 1986 and any and all

amendments hereto;

8. International Mechanical Code/2000, First, Re-
place with: 2006 Edition, published by International

Code Council, Inc. with BOCA; Building Officials <&

Code Administrators International, Inc., ICBO; In-
ternational Conference of Building Officials and
SBCCI; Southern Building Code Congress Interna-
tional, Inc.;

9. NFPA 13, Installation of Sprinkler Systems,
2002, Replace with: 2007 Edition, published by

15



National Fire Protection Association;

10. NFPA 13D, Installation of Sprinkler Systems in

One <& Two Family Dwellings <& Mobile Homes, 2002,
Replace with: 2007 Edition, published by National

Fire Protection Association;

11. NFPA 13R, Installation of Sprinkler Systems in

Residential Occupancies Up To A Including Four

Stories in Height, 2002, Replace with: 2007 Edition,

published by National Fire Protection Association;

12. NFPA 31, Standard for the Installation of Oil Burn-

ing Equipment, 2001 , Replace with: 2006 Edition,

published by National Fire Protection Association;

13. NFPA 58, Standard for the Storage A Handling of

Liquefied Petroleum Gases, 2001, Replace with: 2004
Edition, published by National Fire Protection Associa-

tion;

14. NFPA 72, Standard for the Installation, Mainte-

nance & Use of Protective Signaling Systems,

2002, Replace with: NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm
Code, 2007 Edition, published by National Fire Pro-

tection Association;

NFPA 211, Standard for Chimneys, Fireplaces, Vents A
Solid Fuel-Burning Appliances, 2000 , Replace with:

2006 Edition, published by National Fire Protection

Association.

NFPA 54, National Fuel Gas Code, 2002, Replace with:

2006 Edition, published by National Fire Protection

Association.

NFPA 30A, Automotive and hAar'me Service Station

Code, 2000, Replace with: 2003 Edition, published by

the National Fire Protection Association.

NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code, 2006 Edition, published

by the National Fire Protection Association. Excep-

16



tion: NFPA 5000, as referenced in the Uniform Fire

Code shall not become part of the code. The Inter-
national Building Code is the adopted state building

code as well as locally adopted.

NFPA 720, Standard for the installation of a carbon
monoxide (CO) warning equipment in dwelling units,

2005 edition, published by the National Fire Protec-
tion Association. Detectors must include a digital

readout indicating the Parts Per Million (PPM).

Yes 491 No 118

Question 2. Are you in favor of the following proposed
amendments/changes to the Lee Building Regulations for

Article VII, of the 2005 Lee Building Regulations as

listed below? These amendments/changes, if passed,

will change the 2005 Lee Building Regulations to the
2007 Lee Building Regulations.

Please note: Deletions are bold/underlined and
additions/changes are in bold Italics.

Note: The existing paragraph will be labeled A. and
the new proposed sections with be labeled B., C. etc.

New Section:

B. Knox Box
All commercial buildings constructed in the commer-
cial zone after July 1, 2007 shall have a surface or

recessed rapid entry system, i.e. Knox Box, with key
(s) to access the building, fire alarm panel and other
spaces as determined by the Fire Chief, Deputy
Chief, or their Designee.

C. Fire Alarm System(s)

All commercial buildings constructed or expanded in

the commercial zone after July 1, 2007 snail have a

fire alarm system installed under NFPA 72, National

Fire Alarm Code, 2007 edition. The following shall

17



also be required, in that, all commercial buildings,

regardless of square footage constructed or ex-
panded in the commercial zone shall provide a moni-
tored fire alarm system that is either tied to the
Lee Fire Department's Dispatching center or a moni-
toring center approved by the Fire Chief, Deputy
Chief, or their Designee. All fire alarm systems
panel boards and/ or cabinets shall be keyed with a

'CAT 30" type key. The requirement for the alarm

system may oe waived by the Fire Chief, Deputy
Cnief , or their designee after review of the building

or expansion of existing buildings.

Yes 555 No 95

Question 3. Are you \n favor of the following proposed

amendments/changes to the Lee Building Regulations for

Article IX, Minimum Building Standards, of the 2005
Lee Building Regulations as listed below? These amend-
ments/changes, if passed, will change the 2005 Lee
Building Regulations to the 2007 Lee Building Regula-

tions.

Please note: Deletions are bold/underlined and addi-

tions/changes are m bold Italics.

Note: Re-labeling will follow, if passed, i.e., A thru

B and so on.

Delete sections G. Electrical Wiring and H. Plumbing.

These are covered in the adopted listed codes.

Add to Article IX, new label K.

K. Oil Burner Inspections prior to the issuance of

Occupancy Permits .

An Occupancy Permit shall not be issued until the Fire

Chief, Deputy chief, or their Designee has issued an oil

burning appliance permit for a new dwelling or commer-
cial building where applicable. (State of New Hampshire
Form DSFS-7, Revised 07-95, or subsequent editions).

Yes 52 No 116
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OPERATING BUDGET
3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropri-
ate the sum of three million twenty-four thousand
seven hundred seventy-seven dollars ($3,024,777.00)
for general municipal operations for the fiscal year
2007 - 2008. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)
Executive Select/Town Admin <& Sec'y)

Election <& Registration

Financial Administration
Property Revaluation
Legal Expenses
Personnel Administration
Planning <& Zoning
Government Buildings

Cemeteries
Other Insurance
Contingency Fund
Police Department
Dispatch Center
Special Duty
Fire Department
Code Enforcement
Civil Defense
Highway Department
Transfer Station/Solid Waste
Animal Control
General Assistance
Recreation
Oyster River Youth Association
Library
Bond Public Safety Complex
Principal Payment
Interest Payment
Bond TransTer Station
Principal Payment
Interest Payment
Salary Increase Pool - 2.5% ATB

OPERATING BUDGET

$97,506.00
$15,008.00

$246,063.00
$5,000.00
$30,000.00

$533,359.00
$40,246.00
$106,607.00

21,400.00
49,791.00
20,000.00

$449,959.00
$21,870.00
$75,000.00

$200,053.00
$51,222.00

$100.00
$348,999.00
$325,550.00

$1,500.00
24,500.00
10,000.00
30,000.00

$141,744.00

$60,000.00
$36,330.00

.30,000.00

.21,600.00

.31,370.00
$3,024,777.00

Article 3 moved by Selectman Ford, seconded by
Selectman Wellington.
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Selectman Ford indicated that he would give some gen-

eral comments about the budget and upcoming warrants
and what the impact might be on the town tax rate that

will be set later this year.

Budget proposed is up from last year approximately

8.2%. However, Selectman Ford indicated that the
budget this year includes the Town Clerk/Tax Collec-

tor's budget as opposed to last year when the Town
Clerk/Tax Collector's budget v\iqs q separate warranl^

article; so adding that back in to last year's budget for

comparison would make the net mcrease about 6%. Last

year the Increase was 9.57o over the preceding year, so

this '\s a much better number.

The mcreases include health insurance mcrease, 14%
(approximately $42,000), also the pay into state retire-

ment fund for full time town employees that have State

of NH retirement (approximately $20,000). There are

usual increases in heating and diesel fuel, and the high-

way department has increases for sand and gravel and

asphalt. Some departments have increases in new equip-

ment and every year there are increases in the tipping

fees, which are the costs paid per ton to deposit solid

waste at the land fill in Rochester.

Selectman Ford also commented on the upcoming war-

rant articles to be voted on, in particular the cluster of

4 articles in the end which deal with acquisition of land

and conservation easements. The cluster of 4 adds up

to the total cost of $1.4 million, however, all of that

money will come from outside sources, such as state and

federal government, or from trust funds the town
already has available for those purposes.

The Advisory Budget Committee reviews all the depart-

ment budgets and makes recommendations to the

Selectmen, who have the final say on the budget pre-

sented tonight. Both made a serious effort to constrain

the budget. Numerous budget increase requests were
cut that add up to about $400,000.
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Moderator Swanson clarified that with regard to this

article, there is no ability to ask for an elimination of a

line item m the budget, but that there may be a motion
to amend, either up or down by a certain percentage,
and then it would oe up to the selectmen to address
those changes.

baniel Bean of Thornton Lane made a motion to
amend the budget by a reduction of 8.2%. Seconded
by Sandra Chase.

There was no discussion to follow. Moderator Swanson
called for a raise of voter cards in favor of adopting the
motion to amend. Being that the visual vote was too
close to call, a hand count was called for.

Motion to amend defeated. YES 116 NO 138

Tobin Farwell made a motion to amend the budget by
a reduction of 5.0%. Seconded by Sandra Chase.

Discussion ensued. Bruce Larson of Allen's Avenue indi-

cated concern of adding personnel. John Collins of Belle

Lane questioned when and where the budget meetings
are and requested that it be advertised when it happens.

Selectman Ford informed that the Advisory Budget
Committee goes through all the budgets, and then a pub-
lic hearing is held, usually in early February, in which the
proposed recommendations are aired in the public forum.

Steven Shoal of Sheep Road asked to rew'iew the impact

of school cost on the taxes versus the town costs.

Selectman Wellington offered as a point of interest

that voted in yesterday was an increase of $3,094,000
to the school budget which is more than the total oper-

ating budget proposed for the town.

Bill Hinsley, a member of the Advisory Budget Commit-
tee, suggested that people come to the open budget
meetings to give input before presented as a warrant
article for the upcoming budget.
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Larry Roop of North River Road expressed concern that

if the town is to stay as good as it \s, need to ensure
that the personnel are paid con:iparable wages and bene-

fits, otherwise, the quality of town employees will not be
to the standards needed.

Bambi Miller asked that would the Selectmen consider a

volunteer or member of the staff given time to go to

school meetings who could report back to them to know
what is going on and have more input with the school

budget and their process. Selectman Ford indicated

that some years ago there used to be an appointed com-
mittee for that purpose which no long exists, however, it

might be a possibility that the Selectmen consider ap-

pointing another committee like that.

Harold Ward asked the question if the townspeople will

be blindsided again like they were \r\ December. Select-

man Ford responded that last year there were unusual

situations, unexpected increases in expenditures, most
in the area of abatements that had to be granted to

UNH and DeMoulas. DeMoulas had taken the town to

court stating that their assessment of property \Nas too

high and in tne end the lawyers settled and the town had
to abate approximately $120,000. Also, the town did

not get all the expenditures from the state and federal

that had hoped to get. Unusual situations, however, it

would be surprising to see this happen again.

Bill Burtis of Owl Lane requested to move the question.

Motion to amend defeated.

Wallace Dennis requested to move the question which

would close off any further discussion of Article 3. The
motion to move the question was passed by the majority.

ARTICLE 3 ADOPTED.

Jere Beckman made a motion to move Articles 34 and
35 to be presented and discussed at this time.

Arthur Bradbury seconded the motion. Arthur
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Bradbury moved to amend that Article 35 be pre-
sented before Article 34. Sandra Chase seconded
the amendment.

Moderator Swanson clarified the motion to amend \s to

allow discussion of Articles 34 and 35 at this time, and
at such time, the town would vote on each independently,

and the motion that we are dealing with is that we would
vote on Article 35 first and see wnat happens with that.

It is clearly defined if Article 35 was adopted. Article

34 would be null and void and if Article 34 is adopted,
Article 35 would be null and void. So whatever action \s

taken on the first will have a bearing on the what hap-

pens on the other Article.

Jere Beckman commented on the Articles being null and
void. He went to the Secretary of State's office and
had a consultation regarding the language of "null and
void" and the office indicated that that verbiage should

not even be in the Article.

Motion to amend adopted.

The main motion, as amended, was then voted upon, to

bring Article 35 and 34 forward at this time in the leg-

islative session.

Motion as amended was passed.

Moderator Swanson felt that it would be appropriate to

have a formal motion to introduce Article 3o.

35. Petitioned Warrant Article:

In accordance with RSA 72:89-B "Shall the voters

modify the elderly exemptions from the property tax
in the Town of Lee, based on assessment for quali-

fied taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person 65
years of age and up to the age of 74 years
$174,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 79
years $210,000; for a person 80 years of age and
up $270,000".

To qualify the person must have been a resident
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of New Hampshire for at least five (5) years, pre-

ceding April 1 of the year in which the exemption is

claimed, own the real estate individually or jointly, or

if such person's spouse owns the real estate, they

must have been married for at least five (5) years.

In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of

not more than $46,o00.00; of if married, a com-
bined net income of not more than $59,400.00 and

own net assets not in excess of $222,500.00; ex-
cluding the value of the person/s residence. If peti-

tionecf warrant article #35 passes warranted article

(#34) is null and void.

Henry Brackett moved Article 35. Jere Beckman
seconded.

Jere Beckman introduced a motion to amend stating a

technical error in that the residency is stated as 5

years and the state changed the law reducing it to 3

years, so h\r. Beckman moved that the 5 year
requirement be removed and replace with 3 year
requirement. Motion seconded by Wallace Dennis.

Motion to amend adopted.

Selectman Wellington spoke in regards to Article 34.

The Selectmen reviewed the elderly exemption and

found that what the Town allowed ror income and assets

was way below other communities in the area and, there-

fore, proposed chanqes to the current exemptions that

were more middle of the road. He explained that the

home is not considered part of assets and further clari-

fied that all elderly home owners would not be eligible

because of not qualifying due to net income, assets, etc.

Cynthia Gugiere- Unrein moved to amend Article 35,

because we do not know what the long term impacts

on this article would be, that this be implemented
for 2 years to allow the town long enough time to

develop a proposal to look at the longer term impact

would be on tnis and yet provide relief for our tax-

payers for a finite period of time. John Puffer
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seconded.

Motion to amend defeated.

Robert Hart of Tuttle Road had questions on the actual

revenue differences. Selectman Wellington responded
that if all 204 residents that are known to be over 65,
applied and qualified, currently the town would loose in

revenue, based on $23.34 per thousand, if the Select-

men's Article is approved, $434,520 would be reappor-
tioned, and if the petitioned warrant article is approved,

$962,074 would be reapportioned based on last year's

taxed rate.

Michelle Stevens moved the question. Bill Bouche
seconded. The question was voted upon and moved.

ARTICLE 35 ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

34. To see if the town will vote to modify the eld-

erly exemptions from property tax in the Town of
Lee, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpay-
ers, to be as follows: for a person 65 years of age
up to 74 years, seventy-five thousand dollars

($75,000); for a person 75 years of age to 79
years, one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000); for
a person 80 years of age or older one hundred
twenty -six tnousand dollars ($126,000). To qualify,

the person must meet the residency requirement of 3
consecutive years preceding April 1^^, own real estate
individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned
by such persons spouse, they must have been mar-
ried for 5 consecutive years, and have a combined
net income of less than forty-five thousand dollars

($45,000); and own net assets not in excess of one
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) excluding the
value of the person's residence. (The Selectmen rec-
ommend this appropriation. Majority vote required) If
warrant article #34 passes the petitioned warrant
article (#35) is null and void.

Adam Griffith moved to consider Article 34.
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Bill Henze seconded the motion.

ARTICLE 34 DEFEATED.

Before presenting Article 4, Allan Dennis, on behalf of

the departments, employees, the committees, and volun-

teers of the community to congratulate Dick Wellington

for his years of service.

4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Planning Board in accordance to RSA 674:5 "to pre-

pared and amend a recommended program of munici-

pal capital improvement projects projected over a

period of at least 6 years". (The Selectmen recom-
mend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 4 moved by Allan Dennis. Seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

Mr. Dennis indicated that in the past town meeting
there was a citizen's petition to adopt a capital improve-

ments plan. During that time, the Planning Board was
working on the Master Plan which is a critical part of a

capital improvements program. The Planning Board has

now accomplished the update of the Master Plan.

Mr. Dennis pointed out that this would be a great advan-

tage to the town to be able to plan for the future.

David Cedarholm pointed out that the RSA also allows

the Selectmen to appoint a capital improvements com-
mittee which shall include at least one member of the
Planning Board and may include, but not limit other mem-
bers of the Planning Board, the Budget Committee, or

the town or city governing body to prepare and amend a

recommended program ot municipal capital improve-

ments projects projected over at least 6 years.

Mr. Cedarholm made a motion to amend Article 4 to

allow the Board of Selectmen to appoint a capital

improvements program committee. Scott Bugoee
seconded.

26



Selectman Relnhold commented that the Board of

Selectmen did consider this option, however, based on

the available talent and time available, they decided

that the Planning Board would have that assignment. He
did not see anything wrong with the proposal however,
we have an efrective, very viable successful planning

board that has shown a proven performance in their

area and they feel that that is the best tool to imple-

ment the plan.

Mr. Cedarholm commented that there are a number of

individuals in the community including members of the

Budget Committee, residents in town that were willing to

step forward 2 years ago to participate on a CIP com-
mittee who have experience on CIP's and other experi-

ence on financial planning. Why not take an advantage

of all the financial planners available to the town.

John Collins expressed the hope that the general public

input will be sought at large. Also, he asked if athletic

fields would be part of this CIP. Alan Dennis indicated

that recreation would be included.

Selectman Reinhold addressed Mr. Collins first comment
that the source of all the information for the Capital

Improvement Plan is the Master Plan. As Mr. Dennis in-

dicated is that we have to go back and look at it a little

closer. This will be a very transparent public process

and there will be a lot of opportunity for input. This will

be designed to stabilize our taxes because we look at it

for more than a year at a time.

Kirt Lark asked if anyone has looked at where the money
is going to come from to fund the capital improvements.

Mr. Dennis indicated that in past years at all the town
meetings money is set aside for a fire truck or police

cruiser or other items on a yearly basis and tend to plan

for those things on in the few months ahead of town
meeting to assess our needs as a community as a whole.

The benefit with the Capital Improvements Plan is going

to give a heads up. We are going to spend this money at

some point anyway, but with the CIP we will have a plan
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that lays It out years ahead.

David Blenser, Riverside Farm Drive, moved the
question. The majority voted to move the question.

The motion to amend "as an alternative the legislative

body may authorize the governing body of a municipality

to appoint a capital improvements program committee
which shall Include at least one member of the Planning

Board and may include, but not be limited to, other

members of tne Planning Board, the Budget Committee
or the town or city governing body to prepare and amend
a recommended program of municipal capital improve-

ment projects projected over a period of at least 6

years."

Motion to amend defeated. YES 84 NO 107

ARTICLE 4 ADOPTED.

5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to

be deposited with the Trustees of the Trust Fund
for the Town Buildings Fund. (The Selectmen recom-
mend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 5 moved by Selectman Wellington, seconded
by Selectman Reinhold.

ARTICLE 5 ADOPTED.

6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of ninety -five thousand dollars

($95,000) to be deposited with the Trustees of the
Trust Fund for the Highway Bridge Expendable Trust
Fund. (The Selectmen recommendf this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 6 moved by Selectman Wellington, seconded
by Selectman Reinhold.

Selectman Wellington explained that the Town owns 5
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bridges. Two will be worked on by the state (Snell Road
and Mill Road) this year. The town has to anti up 10% of
the cost which will come out of this fund. The big ex-
penditure is the High Road bridge that will need to be
replaced. Currently it is safe, and is checked on a regu-
lar basis, however, at the time of replacement it coufd

cost upwards of $1 million for that oridge. The town
can probably get 85% of it from outside sources, but
have to provide the rest and the Town must have before
they will commit to doing the work. This request is to

maintain the 5 bridges in Lee.

The Town has applied for state aide and been approved
for Snell and Mill Road bridge repairs. High Road bridge
is on the list, with tentative approval, and expect fund-
ing \r\ 2013. The other 2 shoula be done sometime in

2007.

Randy Stevens indicated that Old Mill and Snell Road
bridges have already been approved by the state. The
town is paying 20%, approximately $20,000, and the
state is kicking in $80,000 and they are doing the work.
Regarding the High Road bridge, the state says that it

is $775,000 to replace it to cure the flooding problems,
that was in 2004. Now they are saying coS'[s have gone
up and we do not have a revised estimate to date. The
money for Old Mill and Snell Road bridges has already
be approved by the Selectmen and money is already in

the fund that has already been put away, last year we
put $50,000 away and $iO,000 three years before that.

This year, knowing that taxes are bad, l^r. Stevens de-
cidecl to forego the road reconstruction fund because
there were not a lot of roads that were in serious shape
and tried to combine that with the $50,000 that was
put in last year and made a total of $95,000, just so

that the town could get on the list. The town will have
to have 207o up front, the state pays the other 80%.

Mr. Stevens indicated that he has done a capital im-

provements plan where he asks for another $95,000
next year, foregoing the road reconstruction funds, and
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then after that $60,000 In every year for bridges up

until 2020.

Tammy Crosby, Birch Hill Road, requested that

Mr. Stevens give an estimated cost of what the repairs

were for the flooding that occurred the past year. Mr.

Stevens estimated that it was less than $10,000 and we
were reimbursed almost in full by FEMA for that.

ARTICLE 6 ADOPTED.

7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000)
to be deposited with the Trustees of the Trust
Funds for the purchase of new highway equipment to

be deposited in the Highway Expendable Trust Fund.

(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article moved by Selectman Wellington, seconded by
Selectman Ford.

ARTICLE 7 ADOPTED.

8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to

be deposited with the Trustees of the Trust Funds
for the repair and replacement of fire ponds and cis-

terns. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 8 moved by Joe Lombardo, seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

Mr. Lombardo explained that where there is no running

water in this town, many years ago with all the develop-

ments, it was decided that the way to take care of

water suppression was to install fire ponds, and later on

to install cement cisterns. Fire ponds grow in, need to

be dug our and repaired, hoses with the lines may break

away and the cisterns, the segmented style will leak, so

we need to repair. The town has taken steps through
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the past few years to now require fiberglass cisterns, to

eliminate the problem of repairing them. These monies
stay in the expendable trust fundf so that if there is a

fire pond with a cistern that fails, there is water avail-

able for a suppression.

ARTICLE 8 ADOPTED.

9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) to

be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for

the purchase of new fire equipment for the Fire

Equipment Trust Fund. (The Selectmen recommend
this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 9 moved by Joe Lombardo, seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

ARTICLE 9 ADOPTED.

10. To see if the Town will vote to incorporate the
provisions of RSA 154:5 in order to provide the
Selectmen authority to appoint the Fire Chief and
Fire Engineers, witn the length of appointments de-
cided by the Selectmen.

RSA 154:5 Chief Fireward, Engineer or Fire Chief.

I. The chief fireward, engineer or fire chief in any

town, village district, precinct, city or area which has

adopted the provisions of this section, shall be ap-

pointed for an indefinite period of time or for a definite

term, as determined by tne legislative body, and the

tenure of office shall be technically qualified by training

or experience and shall have ability to commana fire-

fighters and hold their respect and confidence. Any
town may adopt the provisions of paragraphs I and II at

any annual meeting by an article in the warrant calling

for such action.

II. Subject to such written formal policies as may be

adopted by the appointing authority, each chief fire-

ward, engineer, or fire chief of any city or town who is

appointed rather than elected, shall have authority to
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direct and control all employees of his or her depart-

ment in their normal course of duty and shall be respon-

sible for the efficient and economical use of all depart-

ment equipment. Such chief f ireward, engineer, or fire

chief shall be subject to suspension without pay or dis-

missal only for cause, and after he or she has been pre-

sented with a written specification of the reasons.

Upon such suspension or dismissal, the chief f ireward,

engineer or fire chief shall be entitled to a hearing, on

the merits and reasonableness of the action, \r\ superior

court in the county in which the municipality is located,

provided that the chief f ireward, engineer, or fire chief

Detitions the clerk of the superior court for such a

learing within 10 days of suspension or dismissal. The
court shall have the power to affirm, modify or negate

such suspension or dismissal, based upon its findings.

(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority

vote Required.)

Joseph Lombardo withdrew the Article 10 because
this requires the legistrotive body to moke a deter-
mination on the actual length and term of service.

Next year it will be presented with a specific term
of service.

11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for the pur-

chase of new equipment to be deposited with the
Trustee of the Trust Fund to the Solid Waste Capi-

tal Reserve Fund. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 11 moved by Selectman Reinhold, seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

ARTICLE 11 ADOPTED.

12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to

be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for

the Library Capital Reserve Fund. (The Selectmen
recommena this appropriation. Majority vote
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required.)

Article 12 moved by Carol Evans, seconded by Cathy
Swanson

.

ARTICLE 12 ADOPTED.

13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of twenty thousand eight hundred
dollars ($20,800.00) for the Conservation Commis-
sion. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 13 moved by William Humm, seconded by
Tammy Mclver.

Mr. Humm indicated that this \s a reduction from last

year's appropriation, a 10% reduction from what was ap-

proved fast year. The Conservation Commission does not

typically expend its budget, but because the work '\s so

unpredictable of its need, they like to have a little bit of

a cushion so that if the need does occur, they may make
use of, and if the need does not arise, those funds will

revert to the general fund balance and are available for
the town to appropriate in a subsequent year.

ARTICLE 13 ADOPTED.

14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of twenty thousand thirty-two
dollars ($20,032.00) for the McGregor Ambulance
Corps (hAAC). (The Selectmen recommend this ap-
propriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 14 moved by Selectman Ford, seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

ARTICLE 14 ADOPTED.

15. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of twenty -four thousand seven
hundred eighty dollars to ($24,780.00) to purchase
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a new police cruiser and the changeover of radios and
safety equipment. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 15 moved by Chester Murch, seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

ARTICLE 15 ADOPTED.

16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate forty thousand dollars ($40,000) for the pur-

pose of obtaining bids for the Assessing of Property

Value. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 16 was moved by Selectman Wellington,

seconded by Selectman Reinhold.

Diane Guimond, Town Administrator, explained that in

the operating budget there \s the annual cost for as-

sessing. This year the Selectmen pulled it into the war-

rant articles specifically because the town uses Avitar

and are currently \r\ the 4^*" year of a 5 year con-

tract. The Board of Selectmen listened very carefully

to the residents' of Lee complaints in the last 4 months
about Avitar and their concerns about the appropriate-

ness of their assessing. With one more year in the con-

tract, there is only one way out of the contract and that

IS not to appropriate money to Avitar in the operating

budget. So what is going to happen is that the contract

will be put out to bid to see what comes up from other

assessing firms.

Bob Hart questioned that if this goes out to bid, \s the
town required to accept the lowest bid. Selectman
Wellington indicated that all bids that go out from the

town specify that we reserve the right to accept or re-

ject any and all, and accept the bid that is in the best

interest of the Town of Lee.

Selectman Wellington moved to amend article 16 to

read: To see if the Town will vote to obtain bids for
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the assessing of property values, and raise and
appropriate not to exceed forty thousand dollars

($40,000) for maintenance purposes to fund the
awarded bid. Wally Dennis seconded the motion to
amend .

Don Bean questioned what happens if the town does not
spend all $40,000, and the Town Administrator ex-
plained that any funds not used goes back into the gen-
eral fund as is the case with any other Articles where
the total amount of funds \s not spent.

Motion to amend adopted.

James Brown asked if Article 16 is defeated and Article

17 \s defeated, then would it mean that there would be
no money to reassess the properties and therefore, the
taxes would not be increased. Diane Guimond explained

that we would really be hurting ourselves if both were
defeated because when there were new constructions,

there would be no means to assess, and therefore, no

way to tax which would become lost revenue.

If the town chooses not to pass Article 17, then that
would mean that there would not be a revaluation next
year. If we are at 100% now, we may be still be at 100%
next year as well, but we might be at 120% and then it

would be in the best interest of the residents to do a

revaluation because the property values would come
down. Or, if it drops to 84% or 80%, then it would be in

the best interest of the town to do a revaluation.

Selectman Wellington commented that if we decide not

to raise taxes, what you have to bear in mind is that on
the Federal level, there Is such a thing as states' rights,

meaning that the Federal Government only gets the
rights that the state does not reserve for itself. Towns
only get what rights that the state allows and the state
also dictates. If the town does not take it upon itself to

do a fair and equitable assessrwer\-t of the properties and
tells the state we are not spending the money, the state
will come down and do it for us, and we don't want them
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to do that. So it is best to stay with the process we
have, even though we hate it; tnere are worse case

scenarios than that.

Adam (Griffith, Riverside Farm Drive, responded that he

questioned the fiduciary responsibility that was used in

making the judgment to take this particular mechanism
to seek an out with the contract with Avitar, because

the potential was for that scenario to vote down both of

these warrant ar-t\c\es and to put us at risk at having

the state government do that for us. He then asked for

clarification of what Article 16 is saying.

Diane Guimond indicated that \n putting out to bid, we
do not know what we will be getting back. And, in all

honesty, A\/\tar is extremely well respected within the

state. Both Articles need to be passed. Article 17

would have been presented no matter what because the

reevaluation is not part of the contract in Article 16.

Suzanne Gaeb, asked what was the responsibility of the

Selectmen to look at what A\/\tar did before the taxes

came back to the residents. Selectman Wellington

stated that the Selectmen take responsibility for the

assessment in this town. The Selectmen are the asses-

sors. Back in the 70's the Selectmen physically did all

the assessr(\ents. 0\/er the years, the Town elected to

hire assessing companies, and we have had 2 or 3

through the years. As stated, Avitar is well respected

and they assess 120 towns in the state of New Hamp-
shire.

Ms. Gaeb asked why the town does not hire an individual

to do assessments as opposed to a company. Then if the

town is not happy with the person, they can get rid of

him. Selectman Wellington stated that the town, by it-

self, with amount of parcels that we have, cannot justify

an assessor. But, some towns have gone in together to

share an assessor so then there is work enough for such

a person to work full time. hhs. Gaeb questioned that

they would get more than $40,000 a year? The answer

was yes, that it is a very professional job.
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David Cedarholm moved to call the questions. The ma-
jority voted to move the question.

ARTICLE 16 ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

17. To see If the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of thirty- six thousand four hundred
dollars ($36,400) for a complete revaluation and
authorize the withdrawal of twenty-one thousand four
hundred dollars ($21,400) from the Revaluation
Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose with
the balance of $15,000 to come from general taxa-
tion. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
Majority vote required.)

Article 17 moved by Selectman Wellington.
Seconded by Selectman Reinhold.

ARTICLE 17 ADOPTED. YES 106 NO 69

Janice Neill motioned to adjourn to Thursday, March
15^\ at the Mast Way School at 7:30 pm. And further,
any article addressed and voted on this evening shall not
be reconsidered at that time, seconded by Jere
Beckman.

Discussion ensued on the pros and cons of adjourning
at 11:00 pm.

Daniel Bean made a motion to amend to delete "any arti-

cle addressed and voted on this evening shall not be re-

considered at that time." Seconded by Mark DeRocher.

Motion to amend rejected.

MOTION TO ADJOURN DEFEATED
YES 83 NO 100

Farm Vol Kontratinko, Riverside Drive, made a motion
to bring forward Articles 29 through 32 to be pre-
sented and discussed at this time. Seconded by
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David Thrope.

Moderator Swanson proposed that all articles be dis-

cussed together and then allow them to be voted on

independently.

MOTION ADOPTED.

Moderator Swanson suggested that the articles will be
introduced and then come back with specific motions

per article and act and vote on them at that time. He
then called for a vote from the legislative body to see if

this was an acceptable procedure. Majority voted to ac-

cept procedure.

Selectman Wellington commented that it is a proven

fact that yacant land is cheaper for the town to deal

with than bedrooms. Whereas, residential properties,

for every dollar of taxes they generate, the cost is

about $1.25 in services. Commercial property and raw
land normally runs around $.50 in services for the tax

dollar it generates. Approximately 13% of the land m
Lee currently has some type of development restrictions

on it. The ideal percentage is 25%. The funds for the
following articles are for most Instances already ap-

proved grant money and what we don't get from grant

monies, we have In trust already set aside for this pur-

pose.

After Selectman Wellington read Articles 29 through

32, the floor was opened to discussion. Doug Cobb asked
the question that if the funds are all available from
other places why do they need to be raised? Selectman
Wellington answered that the Selectmen have to have

authorization from the legislative body to spend the
funds the town already has.

Mr. Cobb then asked what the zoning is on these proper-

ties, i.e., wetlands, or is it all buildable property?
Selectman Wellington commented that a good amount of

the lands are good buildable properties.
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Ann Wright questioned what the town has in mind for
the Kelley property. William Humm commented that the
intent at the present time is simply to acquire the Kelley

property so that we do not see lb nouses growing there.
The further intent, through something they are calling

The Old Mill Reserve, which includes the Henry as well

as the Kelley and Cheney properties and the Lee 5
Corners reserwe, \s to, as a unit, protect the aquifer
that underlies that land and is the source for the Lee 5
Corners well which currently is producing municipal wa-
ter supply for UNH and for Durham. Lee has the right

to some of that water from the well in the future,
should it so choose, to develop it but protecting its in-

tegrity Is the major emphasis.

Ann Wright asked if there was any limitation to the use
of the land. Mr. Humm indicated that there would be
some limitations, however, the limitations certainly

would provide for passive recreation. The only prohibi-

tion NH Department of Environmental Sery'ices would
place on it would be the prohibition of using herbicides
and pesticides.

f^s. Wright then asked if this was going to deplete the
Land Acquistion Trust Fund? l^r. Humm stated that the
fund currently has a balance of $320,803 and the four
articles that are presented tonight would reduce the
fund to $80,803. The land use change fund has a cur-
rent balance of $176,719, and it is proposed to expend
$122,000 leaving a balance, assuming all four articles

are passed, $54,719.

David Thrope asked if the funds, other than the town's
portion, are dead certain, and if not, where do the funds
come from? Selectman Wellington commented that
there is already a commitment out of DBS for
$450,000. On the others, some of these won't commit
until we commit. In other words, they are not going to

give us funds unless we have approved already to spend
the funds. In other words, if all funds are not raised,

then the town cannot buy the land.
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Val Kontratinko commented that even if this money does
not increase our taxes this upcoming year, it has come
from tax money m the past. He feels that the town has
been fiscally irresponsible in they way it has spent, al-

most unconaitionafly, on the conservation lands and it \s

time to ease up on these and not approve them all.

Bill Burtis spoke to the fact, as Randy Stevens pointed
out earlier, the more development creates higher water,
because with development comes asphalted driveways
and new roads which are impermeable surfaces. If the
town starts to loose its water sources because of flood-

ing, because of run off, erosion, and sedimentation, then
there will be a need for pipes under the streets, water
towers, bigger bridges - all big costs to the town. So he
felt that this Is a bargain if done now.

Laurel Cox clarified that in Article 31 where it says "...

conservation easement on approximately 18 acres, more
or less", that the total is 18 acres. It happens to be 16
acres on one portion and 2 acres on the other.

Steven Shultz asked if the Commission conducts any
kind of estimate of return on investment based on the
numbers of wacant land versus bedroom land. Mr. Humm
commented that the closest thing the town has done to

that Is the cost of services study that was prepared one
or two years ago, which was allucfed to by Selectman
Wellington, where it was statistically determined what
the cost of ser\/\ces are for a residential lot as opposed
to a commercial lot as opposed to a \/acar\i lot.

Mr. Humm indicated that these properties are at the
top of the priority list for the Conservation Commission
at this time. There are many properties in easements
that are working farms.

29. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of up to six hundred and twenty-five
thousand dollars ($625,000) to purchase and acquire
m fee simple and up to fifteen thousand dollars

($15,000) for transaction costs, a total of six hun-

40



dred and forty thousand dollars ($640,000) for the
approximately 48 acres land on Old Mill Road, west
of the Oyster River, owned by Edward A. and Mary
A. Kelley, a portion of Map 5 Lot 8-0, and to au-
thorize the withdrawal of funds from the following

sources:

Om hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) from the
Land Acquisition Fund and sixty thousand dollars

($60,000) from the Land KJse Change Fund

Four hundred and eighty thousand dollars ($480,000)
or more from the Department of Environmental Ser-
vices Water Supply Land Grant Program and other
outside funding sources, such as, but not limited to,

the Coastal Estuarine Land Conservation Program or
the Wetland Reserve Program of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. (The Selectmen recom-
mend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 29 moved by Selectman Wellington. William
Humm seconded.

ARTICLE 29 APPROVED.

30. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of up to two hundred and sixty thou-
sand dollars ($260,000) and up to eight thousand
dollars ($8,000) for transaction costs, a total of up
to two hundred and sixty eight thousand dollars

($268,000) to purchase ancT acquire in fee simple ap-
proximately 8.78 acres of land on Snell Road, east
of the Oyster River, owned by Edward A. and Mary
A. Kelley, a portion Map 5 Lot 8-0, and to authorize
the withdrawal of funds for the following sources:

Fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) from the Land Ac-
quisition Capital Reserve Fund and seventeen thousand
dollars ($17,000) from the Land Use change Tax
Fund

Two hundred and one thousand dollars ($201,000)
from the Department of Environmental Serw'xces

41



Water Supply Land Grant Program or other outside

funding sources, such as, but not limited to the

Coastal Estuarine Land conservation Program or the

Wetland Reserve Program of the USDFA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. (The Selectmen recom-
mend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 30 moved by Selectman Wellington. William

Humm seconded.

ARTICLE 30 ADOPTED.

31. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-

priate the sum of up to one hundred and thirty thou-

sand dollars ($130,000) and up to ten thousand dol-

lars ($10,000) for transaction costs, a total of one

hundred and forty thousands dollars ($140,000) to

purchase and acquire a conservation easement on ap-

proximately 18 acres, more or less, of land on Snell

Road, east of the Oyster River, owned by Peter T.

and Joan K. Henry, Map 5 Lot 7-0 and a 16 acres

portion of Map 5 Lot 8 and to authorize the with-

drawal of funas from the following sources:

Twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) from the Land
Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund and fifteen thousand
dollars ($15,000) from the Land Use Change Tax
Fund
One hundred and five thousand dollars ($105,000)
from the Department of Environmental Services

Water Supply Land Grant Program or other outside

funding sources, such as, but not limited to, the
Coastal Estuarine Land Conservation Program, the

Wetland Reserve Program of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or the Landowner Incentive

Program of the New Hampshire Fish and Game. (The
Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority
vote required.)

Article 31 moved by Selectman Wellington. William

Humm seconded.
Laurel Cox moved to amend Article 31 by deleting
"16 acres". Alan Eaton seconded the motion.
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Motion to amend adopted.

ARTICLE 31 ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

32. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of up to three hundred and forty

-

eight thousand five hundred dollars ($348,500) and
up to eleven thousand five hundred dollars ($11,500)
for transaction costs, a total of three hundred and
sixty thousand dollars ($360,000), to purchase and
acquire a conservation easement on the approximately
41 acres, more or less, property owned by Louise
Tecce, Trustee of the Louise Tecce Revocable Living

Trust, Map 9 Lot 6-0, and to authorize the with-
drawal of funds from the following sources:

Seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) from the
Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund and thirty

thousand dollars ($30,000) from the Land Use
Change Tax Fund

Two hundred and sixty thousand dollars

($260,000) from the Department of Environmental
services Water Supply Land Grant Program and other
outside funding sources, such as, but not limited to,

the Coastal Estuarine Land Conservation Program, the
Wetland Reserve Program or the Farm and Ranchland
Protection Program of the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, or the Landowner Incentive Program
of the new Hampshire Fish and Game. (Selectmen
recommend this appropriation. Majority vote
required.)

Article 32 moved by Selectman Wellington. William

Humm seconded.

ARTICLE 32 ADOPTED.

William Cameron, High Road, moved to adjourn until

Thursday night, N^arch 15, 2007 at 7:30 pm and
further, any article addressed and voted on this

evening shall not be reconsidered. Jere Beckman
seconded the motion.
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Motion to adjourn passed. Moderator Swanson
recessed the meeting at 12:05 am.

Moderator Swanson reconvened the 2007 Annual Town
Meeting for the Town of Lee, NH at 7:30 pm, March 15,

2007. He reminded everyone who wishes to participate,

make sure they have checked in with the Supervisors of

the Checklist because the voter card for this night is

pink.

18. To see If the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000)
to be deposited with the Trustees of the Trust
Funds for the Accrued Benefits Trust Fund. (The
Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority
vote required.)

Article 18 moved by Selectman Wellington.

Selectman Relnhold seconded.

Administrator Gulmond explained that accrued benefits

are benefits, i.e., earned, but not used, vacation or sick

time, paid out to an employee who leaves town employ-
ment. Usually, this article is for two thousand dollars

($2,000) and voted in every year. There are several

employees who have worked for the town for numerous
years and have maxed out on their vacation time which is

anywhere from 100 hours to 336 hours. The total liabil-

ity to the town should several of the employees decide
to leave at the same time, there would not oe enough
money in trust fund to pay out all the time owed. At
this time, should all 22 full time employees leave, the
total liability would be approximately $47,000 for vaca-
tion owed, and sick time would be a $19,000 liability.

ARTICLE 18 ADOPTED.

19. To see If the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of thirty- five thousand dollars

($35,000) to be deposited with the Trustees of the
Trust Funds for the Recreation Trust Fund. (The
Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority
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vote required.)

Article 19 moved by Selectman Reinhold. Seconded
by Selectman Wellington.

Selectman Reinhold explained that currently there is

|44,889.87 in the trust fund. The additional funds of
$35,000 would be put in there, and obviously the money
cannot be expended without the legislative body's
approval. The intent, as an example, we recently
purchased the Granger pit which will be known as The
Little River Park and should we want to work towards
developing that for recreational facilities, the funds will

be needed to do that. The intent of the Trust Fund is

to build up until such time the Recreation Commission
brings forward to this body to consider additional

development.

Dawn Genes, Chairman of the Recreation Commission,
commented that the Commission has been discussing

many plans for the Little River Park. One of the plans is

to have a Babe Ruth size baseball field, a parking area, a
sign for the park. There are visions for a pavilion that
could be usea for gatherings, possibly the Farmers'
Market using the pavilion, a playground In place, basket-
ball court, and shuffle board. There are 35 acres
available, the area down by the river would be
maintained naturally, and pretty much be left untouched
with the exception of a few trails. She indicated that
the Commission would like to roll out a 5 year plan,

timing it with other things that have to happen in town.

Ann Wright from the Recreation Commission commented
that this park will be something for everyone, not only

ball fields, but a place for gatherings.

Nick Mationi asked who would be responsible for groom-
ing the fields. Ms. Genes commented that there Is not a

plan for that yet.

ARTICLE 19 ADOPTED.
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20. To see If the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four thousand five hundred
twenty-four dollars and forty-three cents

($4,524.43) for Strafford Regional Planning Commis-
sion. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 20 moved by Allan Dennis. Seconded by
Selectman Wellington

Mr. Dennis commented that this \s something the town
has been doing every for the past 20 years or so. The
town uses the Commission's expertise on different mat-
ters, mapping, laying out tax maps and things of that na-

ture. The Commission does not counsel the town on how
the town should be developed, but that they are the go

to folks to help gather the information, they are an in-

formation banK.

ARTICLE 20 ADOPTED.

21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of two thousand four hundred dollars

($2,400) for the Town of Lee Heritage Commission.
(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 21 moved by Patricia Jenkins. Seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

I^s. Jenkins commented that these funds would help

preserve old records by purchasing fire proof safes.

ARTICLE 21 ADOPTED

22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) for
the Town of Lee Agricultural Committee. (The
Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority
vote required.)

Article 22 moved by Eric Sawtelle. Seconded by
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Selectman Wellington.

Mr. Sawtelle commented that the town now has a
standing Agriculture Committee which was ap-
pointed by the Selectmen last year stemming
from a request from the Planning Board 2 years
ago to look and rehash the agricultural section of
the master plan. The group established did so and
in order to carry out tne goals and objectives of
the Master Plan which were adopted, the Select-
men felt the group that worked on the revisions

for the Master Plan would be best equipped to
carry out the goals and objectives set forth.
The Committee has applied for some grants to

hopefully cover these funds for their budget.

Jere Beckman moved to amend Article 22 to
read to increase the funds six thousand dollars

($6,000). Selectman Reinhold seconded.

Mr. Beckman stated that agriculture has been
dwindling in the town and he feels that for the
Committee to really do their job they really need
the money to do it.

David Cedarholm felt that there are numerous
committees in the town that do not even have
budgets, so $2,000 would be sufficient as that is

what the Committee has budgeted for. Where
would the other $4,000 be used.

I^r. Sawtelle commented that the Committee
plans on a one time mailing, due to 911 and emer-
gency management procedures, it is suggested to

create an inventory on what there is \n town for
agriculture and agricultural resources m the event
of a major shut down in the infrastructure in this

country.
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Selectman Reinhold commented that appropriate signage

with the ability to move people from Route 125 and 155
into the community to find all the local farms is a rela-

tively expensive project and have been unable to work
with because of the funding. Certainly if the funding

were available, there could be appropriate signage that

meets both zoning and ordinances or the town on various

roads which would direct people to these farms. Finding

the farms and making the farms viable and having them
be able to sell their products is a critical piece of their

success.

Motion to amend adopted Yes 51 No 47

ARTICLE 22 ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

23. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the

sum of forty-two thousand one hundred dollars

($42,100) to allow the Information Technology Com-
mittee to purchase computer equipment and soft-

ware for town office. (The Selectmen recommend
this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 23 moved by Selectman Reinhold. Selectman
Wellington seconded.

I

Selectman Reinhold commented that this is the first

ear the Information Technology Committee was estab-
ished. All the computer technology information from all

of the departments was gathered and consolidated by
the IT Committee. The intent was, and we were fortu-

nate enough, to find volunteers extremely talented and
computer oriented to help make decisions on when, how
and what kind of technology should be purchased for the
town. 0\/er the past year, they have diligently been
working and proposing basic replacement for computers,
working up longevity schedules, and reviewing all of the
town's technology, coming up with an amazing matrix of

supposed life spans. After completing all that, they
have come up with a budget that basically represents
the maintenance of all of the information technologies.
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The breakdown of the $42,100:

Computer Hardware 23,450
Computer Software 5,000
Computer Services 7,150
Website Service 8,980

Selectman Reinhold indicated that there was a

mathematical error in the breakdown versus the
Article. The amount listed in the Article stands,

the breakdown will be adjusted.

The website serwices have been effective but
relatively known as not the most dynamic or well

maintained site. Over the next year, if this par-

ticular \Ajarrar\i article passes, we intend to move
from the 60's to the 21^^ century, bring our web-
site up to date, have it maintained correctly so a

lot of the information, including information from
the Town Meeting and Annual Report will be
dumped into the website so that it may be readily

available to view.

What is not included in this budget is Channel 13;

it was dropped from the budget.

Jay Hilyard moved to amend Article 23 to read
"to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the

sum of forty two thousand one hundred dollars

($42,100) to fund the Information Technology
Advisory Committee recommendations to equip,

supply and operate a website, broadcast email

list server, and cable access channel, as well

as purchase computer equipment and software
for the town." bave Cedarholm seconded the

motion to amend.
Mr. Hilyard commented that one of the things the

Committee heard a lot last year was communica-
tion. Everyone would like a little more about what
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IS going on m the town and the Committee would

like to really start using the website, have an

email list server and work towards at least having

a bulletin board system up on Channel 13 to help

bring some of this information to you better.

Paul Gasowsk'i stated that last year this governing

body appropriated $20,000 to purchase computer
equipment and $15,000 to purchase cable access

equipment. The IT Committee was formed subse-

quent to those particular votes and it has taken a

better part of a year to study and prepare to

spec out equipment, including cable TV equipment.

The fact that peg access got lost in the budget
process was probably an oversight because if

there is not an appropriation out of this article,

they cannot begin to operate a TV station. They
have equipment ready to purchase, but there is no

personnel line to run it.

He also indicated that Comcast sent a letter to

the town asking what the intent was in regards to

channel 13. The town negotiated with Comcast up

the channel for the town and ran the wiring, now
are waiting to see if the town is going to use it.

His assumption is if the town does not use it, then
Coabout 16 months ago and part of the negotia-

tions was opening up a public access channel.

Comcast opened mcast has every right to use it

themselves. And getting it back would be very

difficult.

Selectman Reinhold stated that the Board of

Selectmen took out the $13,500 required to bring

on the peg access. As Selectman Ford indicated,

they took over $400,000 out of the budget. It

was not a clear indication from the governing body
as to whether this was something appropriate for

this year. He feels that it is important to find
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money to fund this, but it \s the governing body's deci-

sion.

Jay Hilyard commented that after the $13,500 was de-
leted from their budget, the Committee went back and
reapportioned the funds in this Article to be able to

still work on peg access as well as all the other items in

the budget. The committee will work within their

budget.

In regards to the $8,000 for the website, there \s a

spike of $1,000 to do the revamp of the website and the
annual cost will be approximately $6,000 to $7,000 to
have a weekly update, and at that, have established with
a contractor to work at $15.00 per hour to work on the
website.

He stated that an initial document that will be a content
Dublishing procedure so that various committees and de-
Dortments m town can publish content to the website or
ink off to the separate websites like for the library and
fire department. In regards to content management,
there are no firm decisions on it.

Motion to amend adopted.

ARTICLE 23 ADOPTED, AS AMENDED

24. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate up to thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to be
used to study land use options for future town facili-

ties, including town hall, library, historic and recrea-
tional facilities, as well as office and meeting space.
The lands to be studied include a focus on town
owned properties within a half mile radius of town
hall. The data to be collected and analyzed includes

soil types, septic and water options, drainage, traffic

patterns, parking patterns, parking options, utilities

needs, planning and space needs.
Fifteen thousand from General Taxation
Fifteen thousand from Town Building Expendable
Trust Fund
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(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 24 moved by Allan Dennis. Seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

Mr. Dennis commented that over the past few months,
there has been a group of various people from recrea-
tion, library, his office. Selectmen, and even a few mem-
bers of the church who are taking a look at the future
and how the town will proceed in the future. The Safety
Complex was built and Transfer Station. This fits in

with the CIP. There was a public information session on
March 1^^ at which approximately 20 people attended.

There have been no decisions on where, and when, the
town will build a new library, a new town hall, do anything
with the buildings we have. This is a fact finding mission

to gather all the information needed so that the town
can proceed responsibly with the next growth part of
the community which Is the library, town hall, recrea-
tion, and other facilities.

A slide presentation was shown. Mr. Dennis stated
according to the Office of Energy and Planning, the
current population of Lee is 4,400. All indications are
that we will continue to grow. By 2030, again according
to the Office of Energy and Planning, there will be a

247o increase In the population.

So what will Lee do? Currently, there are five buildings,

the town hall, library, historic building, old police

station, and the garage the police used for evidence and
radar trailer, on just a little bit over an acre. The only

way that information of how much land there was actu-
ally there was from the deed, there is no survey on this

property. There are three septic systems which don't

meet code. On the left side of the town hall is an ease-
ment for a septic system, which is 20 feet wide (from
Rt. 155 to the back of the building 75 feet deep). This,

and the other two septic systems, \s on dry well type
system (no leach field), they are pumped on a fairly
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regular basis.

In the Town Hall there are issues of storage, data col-

lection, working space, handicap accessibility, and build-

ing structure. In regards to the library, code requires

that libraries be designed to 150 lbs per square foot, of

loading, and this library does not come close to that.

There have been various additions made. Overall, the
building is not adequate for usage, handicap accessibil-

ity, storage, space, etc. Parking is shared for all the
buildings.

The Annex is used by the Conservation Commission,
Recreation Committee, Agriculture Committee, Public

Assistance, custodial care storage, and the telephone
system is stored in there.

The Town \s trying to put together information to fill in

the gaps, to do soils work, to hire somebody who can
help to plan, to do test pitting, and map out the wet-
lands. Then come back, as part of the Capital Improve-
ments Plan, saying it is time to build the library, it's time
to do recreation, it's time to do something with the town
hall.

In no way is anyone advocating tearing anything down
that the town already has. Also, the town needs to look

at what there is already existing.

Selectman Reinhold commented that research needs to

start now to invest in the future so that the town does
not get in the same situation of building a Safety Center
and a Recycling Center at the same time because an

agreement could not come together. This time we are

trying to get ahead of the program, i.e., figure it all out

and get the information ready.

Selectman Reinhold stated that one of the goals for the
Selectmen this coming year is to fully implement a CIP
and bring it before the town next year at this time.

Cathy Swanson urged that this article pass. She indi-
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cated that she has seen multiple groups come together
pulling together, talking to each other, to try to come up
with a way to work with what the town has and create
something that \s in the best interest of the citizens of
Lee. The plan is not to build all new "stuff". In the re-

searches that have been done to date, the town's people
have felt very strongly about preserving the quality of
the town of Lee which does not mean leveling the exist-

ing buildings. For once the town Is not going into long

range planning piecemeal. This Is a positive direction the
town is going.

Selectman Reinhold moved to amend Article 24 to
read ...an amount not to exceed (replacing "up to")

and delete the word "expendable" in the bullet item
"Fifteen Thousand from Town Building Expendable
trust fund". Selectman Wellington seconded the
motion to amend.
The Article to read, as amended:

24. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate not to exceed thirty thousand dollars

($30,000) to be used to study land use options for
future town facilities, including town hall, library,

historic and recreational facilities, as well as office
and meeting space. The lands to be studied include a
focus on town owned properties within a half mile

radius of town hall. The data to be collected and
analyzed includes soil types, septic and water
options, drainage, traffic patterns, parking patterns,
parking options, utilities needs, planning and space
needs.
Fifteen thousand from General Taxation
Fifteen thousand from Town Building Trust Fund

The motion to amend adopted.

ARTICLE 24 ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

25. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) for
the purpose of finishing second floor of the Safety
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Complex. This money will be deposit into the Fire

Building Trust. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)

Article 25 moved by Selectman Reinhold. Seconded
by Selectman Ford.

Selectman Reinhold commented that when the Safety
Complex was built, the second floor was not completed.

The Annex was built with the future in mind, and as the
town grows, there will be a need for expansion to the
second floor to accommodate a full time fire depart-

ment and ambulance service on our own site. Some indi-

cations show that these needs may be five years away,

could be earlier, could be a lot later. This article is in-

tended to start a fund that will work towards the com-
pletion of the Safety Complex. And hopefully, with the
money put aside, the final sting when it comes to finish

the building, there will be enough money to have it com-
pleted.

Ann Ury asked what will the second floor be used for.

Fire Chief Lombardo commented that it would be used

for partial living space, meeting room, and training room.

Also, Selectman Reinhold is trying to get the building

set up as a qualified shelter.

Fire Chief Lombardo moved to amend the Article to

read "Expendable" Trust. Selectman Wellington

seconded.

Amended article to read:

25. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) for

the purpose of finishing second floor of the Safety
Complex. This money will be deposit into the Fire

Building Expendable Trust Fund.

Ann Ury asked that as an expendable fund, would the

Selectmen be in charge of spending the funds? Answer,

yes.
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ARTICLE 25 ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

26. To see if the Town will vote to place a conserva-
tion easement on the right of way of the gravel por-
tions of Birch Hill Road, DeMerritt Avenue, High
Road and Sheep Road to ensure that the road sur-
faces remain unpaved, the historic stonewalls remain
and that the roads remain at their present width.
(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

Article 25 moved by Patricia Jenkins. Seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

Ms. Jenkins commented that these are the last four
gravel roads left in town. As an interest in preserving
heritage, these are part of the road system that was
here when Lee started. So they were here before 1766.

Jennifer Stafford moved to amend Article 26 to

delete Sheep Road. Rebecca Redhouse seconded.

Amended Article 26 to read:

26. To see if the Town will vote to place a conserva-
tion easement on the right of way of the gravel por-
tions of Birch Hill Road, DeMerritt Avenue, and High
Road to ensure that the road surfaces remain un-
paved, the historic stonewalls remain and that the
roads remain at their present width.

Ms. Stafford indicated that the residents of Sheep
road want to leave the option open to be able to pave
the road.

Jim Grlswold spoke that this \s a worthwhile article and
presented a slide show of the four roads mentioned in

the article.

Selectman Wellington commented that all four of the
roads are not dead ends, all go somewhere. If these

56



roads are paved, it will increase the traffic and speed on
each of them.

A letter was sent on February 26, 2007 from the Heri-

tage Commission to all the residents on these roads
listed in this Article to inform them of this proposal.

And, if there was any input regarding this article, to

contact the Heritage Commission.

Randy Stevens, Road Agent, expressed his concern on
the width of these roads, and drainage issues, as well as

future availability of gravel.

Richard Levitts questioned how the town could place an

easement on stonewalls not belonging to the town. Pat

Jenkins stated that there would have to research who
owns the walls and see if, owned by a resident, the
owner would be willing to allow the easement.

Eric Sawtelle commented that RSA 674.51 states that
it is illegal to move or remove any boundary wall in the
State or New Hampshire. So the walls are protected.

Sarah Cox of the Heritage Commission stated that the
intent of the Commission was not to undermine any of

the residents on these road. The letter sent was to ad-

dress concerns either before this meeting or at this

meeting.

Jay Hilyard moved to move the discussion on the
motion to amend.

Motion to amend, to delete Sheep Road, adopted.

Dave Cedarholm made a motion to table Article 26 to

next year. Margaret Redhouse seconded.
Moderator Swanson stated that he did not have a clear

comfort level with the fact that trying to table this to

next year's meeting. He is not sure it is procedurally

possible.

Dave Cedarholm withdrew his motion to table to next
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year. Margaret Redhouse withdrew her second.

Pat Jenkins withdrew, without prejudice, the motion
to present Article 26. Selectman Wellington with-

drew his second.

27. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000), if neces-
sary, for selective mosquito control, such control to

be governed by concern for the protection of wildlife

habitat and the safety and health of property owners
and residents. (Majority vote required.)

Article 27 moved by Selectman Ford. Seconded by
Selectman Reinhold.

Selectman Ford indicated that at last year's town meet-
ing the exact same warrant article was presented and
did generate considerable discussion and m the end it

was voted down. The reason the article is being pre-

sented again, somewhat reluctantly, \s that the select-

men received a memo from the state in which stated
that all of Rockingham County and parts of Strafford
County were declared public health threats for triple e

in 2006. These two counties are still considered at risk

and will be eligible to receive up to 25% reimbursement
for 2007 mosquito spraying.

Last year this article was voted down because of the
concern that the spraying not only kills mosquitoes, but
other good insects, such as bees, and birds.

Alan Eaton indicated that he felt that at this time, the
article should be voted down and continue to monitor.

Kurt Stollar expressed his concern of the consequences
if we do not spray. Adam Griffith encouraged the gov-

erning to vote to adopt Article 25.

Bill Burtis moved to amend Article 27 to read:

To raise and appropriate $1,500 for public education
about arthropod- carried diseases in order to protect
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the health and safety of the residents of Lee.

Seconded by Amos Townsend.

Motion to amend approved.

ARTICLE 27 DEFEATED AS AMENDED.
YES 47 NO 54

Selectman Wellington introduced the town's new
selectman, Jim Griswold.

28. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate up to seventy- five thousand dollars ($75,000)
to be added to the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve
Fund and authorize the transfer of the June 30,
2007 fund balance in that amount for this purpose.
(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Ma-
jority vote required.)

Article 28 moved by Bill Humm. Seconded by Scott
Bugbee.

I^r. Humm indicated that last year a survey went out to

the residents in regards to updating the Master Plan.

One set of questions in the survey dealt with residents'

feelings, interests, desires with respect to maintaining

and protecting open space in the town of Lee. 87% of

the respondents agreed with protecting remaining up-

lands from development. Of those agreeing, 42% said

the target should be 257o of the remaining uplands to be
protected. 517o said higher than 25%. 7% said lower

than 25%.

Currently, Lee has uplands of 12, 926 acres in total. Of
those, approximately 2,200 are protected through con-

servation easements or outright ownership by the town
and owned for the purpose of protection. That repre-

sents about 17% or the total uplands of the town.

After authorized expenditures of the Articles voted on

and accepted, the balance in this fund will be $80, 803.

With this approved Article, the balance would be
$155,803.
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ARTICLE 28 ADOPTED.

33. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of nine thousand one hundred eighty-

one dollars ($9,181) for the agencies listed below:

Strafford County Community Action
Sexual Assault Support Services
Lamprey Health Center
My rriend's Place

AIDS Response Seacoast
American Red Cross
Girls on the Run
Strafford County Homemakers
Homeless Center for Strafford County

Total

(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.)

Article moved by Scott Bugbee. Seconded by
Selectman Wellington.

ARTICLE 33 ADOPTED.

36. Petitioned Warrant Article:

New Hampshire Climate Change Resolution

To see if the town will go on record in support of
effective actions by the President and the Congress
to address the issue of climate change, which is in-

creasingly harmful to the environment and economy of
New Hampshire and to the future well being of the
people of Lee.

These actions include:

Establishment of a national program requiring reduc-
tions of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions while protect-
ing the U.S. economy.
2. Creation of a major national research initiative to

foster rapid development of sustainable energy tech-
nologies, thereby stimulating new jobs and invest-

ment.
In addition, the Town of Lee encourages New Hamp-
shire citizens to work for emissions reductions within

their communities, and we ask our Selectmen to con-
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sider the appointment of a voluntary energy commit-
tee to recommend local steps to save energy and re-
duce emission.

The record of the vote on this article shall be trans-
mitted to the New Hampshire Congressional Delega-
tions, to the President of the United States and to
declared candidates for those offices.

Article 36 moved by Sid White. Seconded by
Selectman Ford.

ARTICLE 36 ADOPTED.

37. To transact any other business which may
legally come before this meeting.

Dave Meeker moved to adjorn. Seconded by Allan

Dennis.

Motion adopted. Moderator Swanson called the
meeting closed at 10:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda R. Reinhold
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
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Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Revenue



3210-09



|Total Motor Vehicles Permits



2006-2007 STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES



Property Revaluation



4155-08





4210-23



4220-25



4321-03



Total Other Welfare Assistance



4619-03



Total Payments to Other Governments $9,182,311.00 $9,182,314.00 -$3.00l

WARRANT ARTICLE TOTAL $891,292.00 $783,697.46 $97,551.54

APPROP. & WARRANT ART. TOTAL $12,887,255.00 $12,506,212.08 $385,816.29
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Fiscal Year 2006-2007 |



2040
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
Year End 6/30/2007

DEBITS

UNCOLLECTED TAXES AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE YEAR



TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
Year End 6/30/2007

CREDITS
REMITTED TO TREASURER



TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT

Year Ending 6/30/2007

DEBITS

UNREDEEMED & EXECUTED

LIENS





Treasurer's Report

Fiscal Year: July 1, 2006- June 30, 2007

Revenues:

Tax Collector $12,257115.63

Town Clerk 638,128.91

Interest 154,724.73

Selectman's Office 591,298.12

Total Revenues $13,641,267.39

Cash on Hand July 1, 2005 2,536,529.60

FY '06-'07 rec'd in '05-'06 1,758,362.86

Total Income $17,936,159.85

Expenses (12,592,763.90)

Cash on Hand June 30, 2007 $5,343,395.95
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Public Library Financial Report

INCOME
Bal Forward $ 257.39

Book Sale "^ 1,181.10

Copier 608.60

Fax 87.00

Gifts 1,475.39

Non Resident Fee 1,045.00

Other 1,219.59

Trans fr NL Acct 3,300.00

Town 40,450.00

Total Income 49,624.07

EXPENSES
Bank Fee .00

Consulting 550.00

Copier 851.24

Fum/Equip 2,998.58

Maint. 385.38

Misc. 265.77

Nonprint 6,668.59

Postage 556.14

Print 20,295.10

Prof/Dev/Dues 949.84

Programs 1,309.71

Supplies 2,814.97

Tech 10,019.52

Telephone 1,480.72

Total Expenses 49,145.56

Balance 478.51
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2008

TOWN
WARRANT

TOWN OF LEE
COUNTY OF STRAFFORD

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

To the inhabitants of the Town of Lee, County of Strafford, State ofNew Hampshire,

quaHfied to vote in Town affairs:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED TO MEET AT THE LEE PUBLIC SAFETY
COMPLEX ON TUESDAY, THE ELEVENTH OF MARCH, 2008, TO ACT ON THE

FOLLOWING SUBJECTS:

(Polls will open from 8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.)

1

.

To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year.

2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the changes proposed to the Lee Zoning

Ordinance and/or Building Codes:

Article II

Are you in favor of the adoption of Article II, as proposed by the Lee Planning Board to

the 2007 Lee Building Regulations as follows:

Items underlined and bold are to be deleted and the new text is in Italics.

Existing

Article VII, Section C
All commercial buildings constmcted or expanded in the commercial zone after July 1, 2007

shall have a fire alarm system installed under NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code, 2007

edition. The following shall also be required, in that, all commercial buildings, regardless of

square footage constructed or expanded in the commercial zone shall provide a monitored

fire alarm system that is either tied to the Lee Fire Department's dispatching center or a

monitoring center approved by the Fire Chief Deputy Chief or their Designee. All fire

alarm systems panel boards cabinets shall be keyed with a "CAT 30" type key. The

requirement for the alarm system may be waived by the Fire Chief Deputy Chief or their

designee after review of the building or expansion of existing buildings
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Proposed

Fire Alarm Systems (s)

All commercial buildings constructed or expanded in the commercial zone after July 1,

2007 shall have a fire alarm system installed under NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code,

2007 edition. The following shall also be required, in that, all commercial buildings,

regardless of square footage constructed or expanded in the commercial zone shall

provide a monitored fire alarm system that is either tied to the Lee Fire Department's

Dispatching center or a monitoring center approved by the Fire Chief, Deputy Chief, or

their Designee. All fire alarm systems panel hoards cabinets and or devices shall be

keyed with a "CAT 30 " type key. The requirement for the alarm system may be waived

by the Fire Chief, Deputy Chief, or their designee after review of the building or

expansion of existing buildings

YES NO

Article III

Are you in favor of the adopfion of Article III, as proposed by a citizens petition, of at

least 25 registered voters to adopt the following:

The proposed citizens petition for a proposed zoning change/amendment is in addition to

and of the existing commercial zone as described in Aiticle IV: Zones, of the 2006 Lee

Zoning Ordinance and this petition also includes an amendment to Article VI,

Commercial Zone (Zone C) of the 2006 Lee Zoning Ordinance, section C-3; setback to

delete and replace the minimum setback of One Hundred Twenty-Five (125) from the

highway right-of-way to a distance of Fifty Feet (50) from the highway right-of-way for

the entire commercial zone (existing and expanded).

This proposed commercial zone as stated above shall start at the Steppingstones Road
intersection running south along Route 125 (also known as Calef Highway) Seven

Hundred Fifty Feet (750) on the west side of said highway and one thousand feet (1000)

east side of said highway ending at the North side right-of-way of the intersection of

Route 152 (also known as Wadleigh Falls Road) and Route 125 (also known as Calef

Highway). Said one thousand foot distance shall be measured from the highway right -

of-way.

(The Lee Planning Board does not support this petition.)

YES NO

Articles 3 through 32 will be acted upon

at the Mast Way Elementary School on

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 at 7:30 P.M.
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OPERATING BUDGET

3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of three million, one

hundred and ninety-six thousand sixty-five dollars ( $ 3,196,065.00) for general

municipal operations. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote

required)

Executive (Select/Town Admin & Sec'y) $ 102,63 1 .00

Election & Registration $ 18,025.00

Financial Administration $ 292,066.00

Property Revaluation $ 49,000.00

Legal Expenses $ 20,000.00

Personnel Administration $ 563,856.00

Planning & Zoning $ 42,885.00

Government Buildings $ 110,997.00

Cemeteries $ 21,400.00

Other Insurance $ 64,272.00

Other Government $ 10,000.00

Police Department $ 472,331.00

Dispatch Center $ 21,870.00

Special Duty $ 70,000.00

Fire Department $ 201,221.00

Code Enforcement $ 52,399.00

Emergency Management $ 5,750.00

Highway Department $ 392,785.00

Transfer Station/Solid Waste $ 306,751.00

Animal Control $ 1,500.00

General Assistance $ 24,500.00

Recreation $ 2,600.00

Oyster River Youth Association $ 25,000.00

Library $ 146,554.00

Bond - Public Safety Complex:

Principal Payment $ 60,000.00

Interest Payment $ 34,110.00

Bond - Transfer Station:

Principal Payment $ 30,000.00

Interest Payment $ 21,600.00

Salary Increase Pool - 3% ATB $ 3 1 ,962.00

OPERATING BUDGET TOTAL $3,196,065.00

4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars

($10,000.00) to be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the Town Buildings

Fund. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)
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5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand

dollars ($25,000.00) for the purpose of painting the Town Hall, Library, Annex, Garage

and Historical Society and repair the roof of the Town Hall. (The Selectmen recommend
this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of seventy-five thousand

dollars ($75,000.00) to be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the Highway
Bridge Expendable Trust Fund. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority

vote required.)

7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of forty thousand dollars

($40,000.00) to be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the purchase of new
highway equipment to be deposited in the Highway Expendable Trust fund. (The

Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eight thousand dollars

($8,000.00) to be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the repair and

replacement of fire ponds and cisterns. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.

Majority vote required.)

9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty thousand dollars

($30,000.00) to be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the purchase of new
fire equipment for the Fire Equipment Trust Fund. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)

10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars

($10,000.00) for the purchase of new equipment to be deposited with the Trustees of

Trust Funds for the Transfer Station Equipment Trust Fund. (The Selectmen recommend
this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eight thousand

dollars ($8,000.00) to be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the Library

Capital Reserve Fund. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote

required.)

12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eighteen thousand

dollars ($18,000.00) for the purpose of insulating and wiring the second floor of the

Public Safety Complex.. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote

required.)

13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ninety-seven

thousand seven hundred fifty dollars ($97,750.00) for the purpose of the Preliminary

Engineering Budget for Phase 2 of the Town Center Project, to include Level I

Environmental Site Assessment, Wet Soils Delineation, Topographic Survey, Soil Tests,

Preliminary Site Design, Historical Structure Reuse/Relocation Study and Architectural
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Programming, and to authorize the withdrawal of forty-seven thousand seven hundred

fifty dollars ($47,750.00) from the Town Building Trust Fund and the balance of fifty

thousand ($50,000.00) to come from general taxation. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)

14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand

dollars ($10,000.00) for the Conservation Commission. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)

15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eighteen thousand

five hundred twenty one dollars ($18,521.00) for the McGregor Memorial Ambulance

Corps (MAC). (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-three

thousand five hundred thirty-five dollars ($23,535.00) to purchase a new police cruiser

and the changeover of radios and safety equipment. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majority vote required.)

1 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twelve thousand

dollars ($12,000.00) to deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the Accmed
Benefits Trust Fund. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote

required.)

18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fourteen thousand

seven hundred eighty dollars ($14,780.00) for the purpose of developing trails at Little

River Park. This money will only be used if the Recreation Commission receives

matching funds from the State of New Hampshire. (The Selectmen recommend this

appropriation. Majonty vote required)

19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars

($10,000.00) to be deposited with the Trustees of Trust Funds for the Recreation Trust

Fund. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of seventy-five

thousand dollars ($75,000.00) to be used to begin work at Little River Park to construct a

deceleration lane and parking lots, and to authorize the withdrawal of seventy-five

thousand dollars ($75,000.00) from the Recreation Trust Fund. (The Selectmen

recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand thirty-

seven dollars and thirteen cents ($5,037.00) for Strafford Regional Planning Commission.

(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of two thousand seven

hundred seventy dollars ($2,770.00) for the Town of Lee Heritage Commission. (The

Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vole required.)
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23. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand

dollars ($3,000.00) for the Town of Lee Agriculture Committee. (The Selectmen

recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

24. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of forty-two thousand

six hundred forty two dollars ($42,642.00) for the Town Clerk/Tax Collector salary. (The

Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required)

25. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eleven thousand five

hundred and eighty-eight dollars ($11,588.00) for Health,

Dental, Life Ins., Long Term Disability and Retirement benefits for the Town Clerk/Tax

Collector. (The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required)

26. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fifty thousand

dollars ($50,000.00) to be added to the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund and

authorize the transfer of the June 30, 2008 fund balance in that amount for this purpose.

(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

27. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of nine thousand one

hundred forty-six dollars and thirteen cents ($9,146.00) for the agencies listed below:

Strafford county Community Action $ 1,250.00

Sexual Assault Support Services $ 1,775.00

Lamprey Health Care $ 2,500.00

My Friend's Place $ 500.00

AIDS Response Seacoast $ 700.00

American Red Cross . $ 500.00

Girls on the Run $ 500.00

Strafford County Homemakers $ 92 1 .00

Homeless Center for Strafford County $ 500.00

Total $ 9,146.00

(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

28. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to four hundred

thousand dollars ($400,000) and up to sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) for transaction

costs to purchase and acquire a conservation easement on approximately 60 acres, more

or less, of land at 183 Wednesday Hill Road owned by Clyde Fogg, Map 15 Lot 2-0, and

to authorize the withdrawal of funds from the following sources:

• $100,000 from the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund;

• $1 2,000 from the Land Use Change Tax Fund;

• $304,000 from the Department of Environmental Services Water Supply Land

Grant Program, the Landowner Incentive Program of the New Hampshire
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Department of Fish and Game or other outside funding sources, such as, but not

limited to, the Coastal Estuarine Land Conservation Program and the Wetland

Reserve Program of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

(The Selectmen recommend this appropriation. Majority vote required.)

29. To see if the Town will vote to establish a Lee Agriculture Commission, pursuant to

RSA 674:44-e through g; RSA 673:1,11; RSA 673:4-b; RSA 673:7 II, 10, 14, I, 18, 20

and 21, along with the two other proposed actions stated below:

1) The membership section 673:4-b I, prescribed manner of appointment: It is

proposed that the governing body of the town (Board of Selectmen) shall appoint

seven (7) regular members and five (5) alternate members to the Lee Agriculture

Commission. Whenever possible, the majority of both regular and alternate members

shall be or shall have been actively engaged in agricultural pursuits. Upon passage of

the warrant article, current regular and alternate members of the Lee Agriculture

Committee shall automatically be nominated to the new Lee Agriculture Commission

to serve the remainder of their existing terms. Subsequently, all new members shall

be selected from a list of nominees provided to the governing body by the existing

Lee Agriculture Commission.

2) Any outstanding balance remaining in the Farmer's Market Account currently

being managed by the Lee Agriculture Committee shall be automatically transferred

to the newly formed Lee Agriculture Commission as authorized and pursuant to RSA
674-44g. (The Selectmen recommend this warrant article. Majority vote required.)

30. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following Ordinance:

Acceptance of Credit Cards

The Town Clerk- Tax Collector and/or any other Municipal Official or department, as

authorized by the Board of Selectmen, will be allowed to accept credit card payments

pursuant to RSA 80:52-c for the collection of local taxes, charges generated by the sale of

utility services or other fees by use of a credit card. The Town will add to the amount

due, in addition to any interest and penalties payable, a service charge for the acceptance

of the card. The amount of the service charge shall be disclosed at the time of the billing.

The Board of Selectmen may adopt rules and or regulations regarding the collection

procedures.

3 1 . Petitioned Warrant Article:

Are you in favor of the following changes to the Racetrack Ordinance?

Changes are underlined. Deletions are in (bold parentheses).

Section 2: Motor vehicle racetrack may be open and may operate from April 1 through

October 31 each year for automobile, go-cart and motorcycle racing only. Vehicular

racing shall be limited in total operating hours per race date, including warm-up, to eight
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(8) hours inclusive. At no time shall said operating and warm-up time begin before 12:00

PM. No racing may be started after 1 1 :30 PM and all racing is to stop by 12:00 midnight.

Owners and/or operators may conduct Auto/Truck/Heavy Equipment Auctions. Driving

School, Go-Karting, Recreational Vehicles and Boat Shows during non-race events.

These shall not be considered as an Event or subject to the conditions set forth in Section

4 or Section 17.

32. To transact any other business which may legally come before this meeting.

GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS AND SEAL THIS
TWENTY SECOND DAY OF FEBRUARY

TWO THOUSAND AND EIGHT

Frank W. Reinhold, Jr., Chairman

Joseph P. Ford

W. James Griswold

BOARD OF SELECTMEN FOR THE TOWN OF LEE
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CODE OFFICIALS ANNUAL REPORT

Differently than seen in previous years, residential

growth has slowed down in town, it still exists, but it has

slowed down. However, homeowners have been very busy
doing renovations/remodeling/ construction of outbuild-

ings and additions to their existing homes.

In the commercial zone near and around the traffic cir-

cle, Wentworth Douglas Hospital is in the approval proc-

ess and hopes to start construction in January of 2008.
There is a commercial site with Zoning Boarci approvals

still available on Concord Road (Rt. 4.) Various groups
have been interested in this site but nothing has come
forward for the final approval process as of yet.

A total of eighty seven (87) building permits were issued

for the fiscal year 2006- 2007, with an estimated cost

of $7,676,088. A breakdown of the types of permits is

as follows:

Category Permits

Single Family Dwellings 9
Additions 12

Outbuildings 21

Garages 5
Remodeiing/all others 40

During the 2006-2007 fiscal year, action was taken by
the Zoning Board of Adjustment on eight (8) applica-

tions resulting in thirteen (13) actions.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment reviewed and acted on
four (4) Special Exception requests, and nine (9) Vari-

ance requests

During the fiscal year 2006- 2007 the Planning Board
reviewed and denied one (1) subdivision applications; re-

viewed and approved two (2) lot line adjustment applica-

tions; two (2) commercial site plans and renewed two (2)

gravel pit permits.
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All applications are on file at the Office of Planning A
Zoning and are available for review by the public upon
request.

On behalf of the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the
Planning Board I would like to extend our thanks to all

the Boards and Department heads who generously pro-
vide recommendations and comments on these applica-
tions.

Respectfully Submitted,

Allan Dennis
Planning/Zoning/Health/Code Enforcement Official
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Fire A Rescue Department

For the first time m more than 50 years of service to the

town, members of the Lee Fire &. Rescue Department re-

sponded to more than 500 calls for assistance. That's a

significant increase in call volume when compared to cal-

endar year 2006. It continues to reflect an increasing

trend not only m the number of incidents, but their com-
plexity. In 2006 department personnel responded to 411

calls for assistance. The total of 506 responses in 2007
represents a 23% Increase.

Once again the department was challenged with respond-

ing to significant -flooding during the spring. In coopera-

tion with the police department firefighters assisted

homeowners with evacuation and provided assistance to

others in pumping flooded basements. The department's

members also responded to swift water rescue incidents

that occurred when the Lamprey River crested its banks
in the vicinity of Wadleigh Falls. This was the second
year in a row that department personnel worked around
the clock to help their neighbor.

Along with their response to medical and fire emergen-
cies, the department's full time Firefighter/Emergency
Medical Technicians embarked upon an aggressive fire

safety education program that reached over 800 children

through a combination of classroom lectures and demon-
strations to outreach programs at the town's many day-

care facilities. Additionally, members of the department
hosted a number of educational programs for children at

the Public Safety Complex. Through these efforts the
department \s close to meeting its goal of establishing an
ongoing fire safety education program intended to reach
all of the town's children.

The department's administration was instrumental in es-

tablishing a number of changes to the Town's Building

Regulations. Most significant of these new rules Is a re-

quirement to ensure all new homes built within the town
are equipped with carbon monoxide detectors. As more
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homeowners rely upon alternative methods such as wood
burning appliances to heat their home, or generators to

supply power during outages, additional monitoring is

considered crucial to life safety.

During its annual meeting Fire Chief Joseph Lombardo
announced he did not intend to seek another term.
Chief Lombardo joined the department in 1987 and
served as its Chief since 2001 leading it through a num-
ber of significant changes during his tenure. In addition

to obtaining more than substantial grant money from
federal and state entities. Chief Lombardo was respon-
sible for establishing the town's first full time fire/

emergency medical services personnel. In close coopera-
tion with Police Chief Chet Murch, Chief Lombardo was
part of the planning and implementation process for the
town's Public Safety Complex. Chief Lombardo turned
over the reins of the department on January 1, 2008 to

Michael Blake. The new chief brings more than 33
years of fire serwlce to the town ranging from that of a

call firefighter to a full time Assistant Chief.

Emergency Response Incidents :

Fire, Other: 10

Building Fire: 4

Vegetation Fire: 5

Outside Rubbish/Trash Fire: 1

Blasting Agent Explosion (no fire): 1

Medical Assist: 185

Motor Vehicle Accident w/Injuries: 50

Person in Water: 1

Extrication of Victim(s) From Building: 1

Vehicle Extrication: 8

Swift Water Rescue: 2

Hazardous Condition: 2

Gasoline/Flammable Liquid Spill: 3

Chemical Spill or Leak: 1

Carbon Monoxide Incident: 5

Electrical Wiring/Equipment Problem: 2

Overheated Motor: 2
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Water Problem, Other: 4

Assist Police Department: 1

Public Service: 1

Unauthorized Burning: 2

Mutual Aid: 30

Good Intent Call: 16

Wrong Location: 1

Authorized Controlled Burning: 1

Smoke Scare/Odor Investigation: 2

Hazmat Investigation: 1

System Malfunction/False Alarm: 37

Severe Weather or Natural Disaster: 27

Total Calls - Calendar Year 2007 506

Non Emergency Calls/Assistance :

Outside Burn Permits 347

Homeowner Requested Safety Inspections 33

Dispatched and Cancelled Enroute: 12
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
2006-2007 ANNUAL REPORT

As towns to the north and south continue to expand
their commercial growth along with an increasing resi-
dential growth around the area, the police department
has seen an increase \n vehicle traffic on Route 125 and
Route 4. With this Increase in traffic comes an increase
m calls for service, motor vehicle crashes as well as an
increase in motor vehicle traffic on town roadways as
people try and find alternate routes around traffic con-
gestion on Route 125 and Route 4.

The State of
tation reports
Route 125 and
the same time
2006 and we
the past year,

of Lee has \nc

to 4,200 vehic

New Hampshire Department of Transpor-
approximately 19,000 vehicles per day on
another 17,000 vehicles on Route 4 during
period. This survey was last completed in

believe the numbers have increased over
Traffic on Route 155 through the center
reased from 3,100 vehicles a day in 2000
les a day in 2006.

As you will see from the statistical data listed below,
the police department's activity continues to increase

STATISTICAL DATA FOR THE YEAR
2003/2004 AND 2006/2007



As always the members of the Lee Police wish to thank
the residents and bus'messes in the town for their con-
tinued support.

Sincerely submitted,

Chester W. Murch
Chief of Police
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Perhaps the most memorable event that affected the
Highway Department during the period was the Pa-

triot's Day Flood. The storm started out as snow and
warmed into the 50's with heavy rain. This caused cul-

verts to overflow and washouts that most of us have
never seen in our lifetime. Although the damage was
more wide spread than the 2006 Mother's Day storm
there was actually less major damage on town roads
and bridges.

During this reporting period the following roads were
paved:

Sackett Rd.- A one inch thick overlay of hot top
was applied in June of '07

Jenkins Rd. -A one inch thick overlay of hot top
was applied in June of '07

Lamprey Ln.)- A one inch thick overlay of hot
top was applied \n June of '07.

An area approximately 60 feet long was rebuilt

and paved on High Rd by the bridge due to the road
being washed out on the Patriot's Day Flood.

During the period all four miles of gravel road had a

coat of crushed gravel applied. Magnesium Chloride

was applied to Old Mill, Sneep, Cortland, Demeritt,
High, and Birch Hill roads for dust control and fines

retention.

For the fifth consecutive year the Highway Depart-
ment has undertaken the mowing and grounds-keeping
of the 13 private graveyards with trust funds, the two
large cemeteries, the two recreational fields, and the
areas around all of the town buildings. The Highway
Department also does all of the burials that occur in

the two large cemeteries.

.

Overall fiscal year 06-07 was a very wet year with

many extended rainy periods and torrential downpours
that created many washouts along the edges of tne
roads. The winter of 06-07 started off pretty warm
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but got busier as the winter progressed. March and
April had more snowfall than the rest of the winter

months. The department treated and or plowed 15

storms with total snowfall of 48 inches as compared to

the winter of 05-06 that had 23 storms with a total

snowfall of 57 inches. The heaviest snowfall v\jas on

March 16^^ with 11 inches of snow, sleet and mix precipi-

tation recorded. There were many branches and trees

that came down during this storm and the Patriots Day
storm that kept the Department busy for weeks. I

would like to thank my dedicated full time employee
Warren Hatch; shared employee Peter Hoyt, ancl part-

time employees Dick Wellington, Dave Miner and Jeff
^eddis for their dedication and long hours of work dur-

ing the past winter season.

The town equipment is in generally good shape despite

its age, however one of the plow/sand trucks Is now 23
years old. The other plow/sand trucks are 7,13, and 17

years old. The Front End Loader is now 18 years old but

still going strong. The town purchased a used 2001
plow/sand/dump truck during the reporting period and
sold the "85" Ford. Due to the relatively easy winter

many delayed repairs were accomplished. The two full-

time employees of the department do most all of the re-

pairs and maintenance that are required.

Besides the normal road maintenance and grounds keep-
ing duties some other jobs that were done by the de-

partment are as follows:

Assisted the Transfer Station employees in build-

ing a new 20' x 20' building, and hauling sneetrock and
glass to markets.

Excavated, placed loam, and re-seeded the front
corner lawns of the Public Safety Building

Rebuilt i of the roof over the old Railroad well/

cistern on Rte 125 that got destroyed in an automobile
accident.

Also, a number of hours were spent on the following pro-

jects:

Assisted Strafford Regional Planning Commission
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updating the town road inventory and mileage.

Worked on Emergency Preparedness and
attended many meetings ana training on the sub-
ject.

Worked on developing a Capital Improve-
ments Plan and Inventory for town roads, bridges,

and equipment.

During the reporting period Piper Ln. was the only

new road to be accepted by the Town. There are
now 64 separately named town maintained roads in

Lee for a total or 37.5 miles.

We would like to thank the townspeople, Budget
Committee, and Board of Selectmen, for their

continued support of the Highway Department.



TRANSFER STATION

The townspeople of Lee have one of the most ad-

vanced ana comprehensive Transfer Stations in the
state. This allows us to operate with two full-time

and two part-time personnel. This has been a year of

change as we hired a new manager, expanded our list

of recycling, and started charging for the first time

for "Bulky" items. We, at the Transfer Station, ap-

preciate the understanding and cooperation of the
townspeople with the ongoing changes that "Bulky

Fees" have brought on aft of us.

Our total tons of trash have declined slightly, which

IS good, but our focus remains on recycling. There is

where, can by can and box by box we can all make a

major change. Thus reducing the cost of regular

trash ($100. /ton) and getting back money for the
town instead, for the cans, plastic, and papers that

average $90. /ton! There still seems to be enough
holdouts, that are still too lazy (?) to recycle that we
may need to go to PAYT (Pay As You Throw) known as

pay- per- bag sometime in tne future. A surprising

number of townspeople support and encourage pay-

per-bag as they will be saving on their taxes from
their efforts of their recycling. For the past calen-

dar year we have decreased our recycling tonnage
about the same as our tonnage for trash. Now \s the
critical time to Increase our recycling to a point

where we don't need to go to pay per bag. Your help

Is urgently needed.

Our Transfer Station budget request has been sub-

mitted and is less than last year even though truck-

ing and fuel costs are up substantially.

There are still two NH towns copying our facility and
one in Connecticut that is on the drawing boards.

We are always thankful to our volunteers who keep
the Swap Shop running smoothly; Harold Hood,
George Durepo, Vern Martin, Paul Gregoire and
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Georgia Kerns, our volunteer coordinator.

As for our staff, Thanks to Jennifer G'mgras, we
wish her well \r\ her new job, our newest member,
Frank Reinhold III, our longest service member,'
Doug Sheehan, and our "anchor" who can fix anything,
Peter Hoyt.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

Respectfully submitted,

Roger Rice, Manager

121



Lee Public Library

The Lee Public Library offers each person the opportu-
nity for reading pleasure, community connection, and in-

spiring lifelong learning.

As an information center, the library's collection in-

cludes 22,659 books, 73 magazine subscriptions, 912 au-

dio books and 608 videos and DVDs as of June 30, 2007.
In October 2006, additional audio book titles became
available to patrons through the library's participation in

the NH Downloadable Audio book program. Circulation

of materials in FY 06-07 was 50,255. The library has
over 2300 registered borrowers.

The library has three public access computers featuring

Microsoft Office and Internet access. A wireless con-

nection was established m the fall of 2006 so that pa-

trons can now use a personal laptop computer to access
the Internet. In FY 06-07, there were 2338 user ses-

sions for the public access computers, with an additional

116 wireless user sessions.

Other informational resources available through the li-

brary's website include EbscoHost, a database of thou-
sands of full text magazine articles; Ancestry Library
(for in-library use only), HeritageQuest, featuring cen-
sus reports and genealogical records; and NewsBank,
comprised of full text articles from the Union Leader
and NH Sunday News. These resources can be accessed
via the library's website at: www.lee.lib.nh.us. In some
cases a password is required to access these databases;
this information is available at the library. The library's

catalog is also available online. Patrons can check tne
availability of materials and renew items and place re-

serves from home.

The library fills its role as community center by offer-
ing a slate of programming for all ages. In FY 06-07,
the library offered 140 programs for children, with
2328 in attendance. Youth programming included story
times for toddlers and preschoolers, an after school
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program for ages 6-10, and a book discussion group for
5^'' and 6^*" graders. Local preschool groups and day-
cares also paid a visit to tne library for story time.

Mastway School students took a field trip to the li-

brary to learn more about the history of the library

and its role in the community. Special school vacation

week programs featuring a film, the Fun Factory Clown
Duo and Dan Grady's Marvelous Marionette Medley
were held as well. The highlight of the year v\ias the
annual summer reading program, "Treasure Reading".

The library offered 29 programs for adults, attended
by 332 people. Program offerings included book dis-

cussions and author visits, CPR training, and craft

workshops that featured instruction in sock knitting,

designing holiday centerpieces and creating linoleum

print greeting cards. Tne Armchair Traveler series

featured members of the community sharing photos
and tales of their travels to Tanzania, Ireland, the
Amazonian and Central Ar^erlcan rainforests, and sail-

ing the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. A spring garden-
ing series included workshops on seed starting, organic

gardening and design, building and maintaining water
gardens, propagating perennials, and plant problems
and solutions. Local artists featured their work as

part of the library's Artist of the Month program.

The library continued to receive generous support
from the community and local organizations. Volun-

teers provided countless hours or service. Families

donated new books to the library in honor of their

child's birthday. Local gardeners kept the library gar-

dens in bloom throughout the spring and summer
months. The Friends of the Lee Public Library donated
library memberships to area museums, musical instru-

ments for story time programs, support for the sum-
mer reading program, refreshments for the after
school program, and a new bookcase to house the chil-

dren's aucfio collection. The Friends held their third

annual country dance, free for the Lee community.
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The library trustees devoted countless hours \r\ drafting
the library's long range plan and \r\ updating various poli-

cies. Library staff worked tirelessly to develop new
programs ana to ensure the continued smooth operation
of library services. The library is truly fortunate to
have such dedicated support in meeting its role as an in-

formational and cultural resource for the Lee commu-
nity.

Respectfully submitted

Lisa A. Morin
Library Director
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LAMPREY RIVER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Lamprey River Advisory Committee (LRAC) was
formed when the Lamprey was designated first as a NH
State-protected river, and later, almost half the river
became part of the National Wild and Scenic River
program. Representatives from Epping, Lee, Durham,
and Newmarket meet on the second Tuesday of each
month. The meetings are open to the public and are
usually held at the LRAC office in the Millpond Center
in Durham, at 7 p.m.

The LRAC has a long range management plan and works
with the four towns and appropriate agencies to carry
out specific objectives annually. More information
about the LRAC is forthcoming on our website:
www.lampreyriver.com. Our accomplishments for 2006-
7 are listed below.

Management Plan Updated. The 1995 plan has been up-
dated incorporating comments from boards and com-
mittees in each of the four towns. It Is available at our
website.

Land Conserved . We have made significant additions
to the protection of riverfront land largely through the
assistance of two land protection specialists. We pur-
chased a conservation easement on 28 acres of the
Burrows property \n Durham near the Wiswall Dam. An
agreement has been made with the Dow family of West
Epping to add 70 acres and 3,3355 feet of riverfront
to the Lamprey River Forest, with the assistance of
$50,000 from the town of Epping. In Lee the Welling-
ton family land is also under agreement through our
partnership with the Wetlands Reserve Program. The
Clark family in Epping added to a previous easement by
donating an additional conservation easement on 62
f loodplain acres along the rlwer.

Recreation Access . We are nearing completion of a
tour guide for the rls/er from West Epping through
Newmarket in cooperation with the four towns. We will

work with the towns to add kiosks, specific trail maps,
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historical information, etc. The LRAC has purchased a

small strip of land along the river on Highway #152 in

Lee which will be turned over to the town for recrea-

tional purposes.

Water Issues. As the towns \r\ the watershed grow,
there \s increased attention to the Lamprey to augment
town water supplies. The LRAC continues to be involved

with Durham to help initiate ar\ effective water conser-
vation program. One example of this has been helping

the town send out \r\ the town's water bills, leak detec-
tion kits for toilets.

The town of Newmarket is also beginning to look to wa-
ter use from the Lamprey to augment its wells.

In addition, the LRAC is contributing its rz-

s^a^cy\ and knowledge to the development of the state's

Instream Flow Studfy, which is underway to determine
how to protect the r'wer's flow levels wnile accommo-
dating public and private water needs. LRAC members
ser^z both on the Technical Review and the Watershed
Management Planning Ady\sory Committees.

Ecological Issues. The LRAC has hired expert David
Carroll to walk the river to more fully document turtle

habitat and activity, comparing it to previous surveys.

This information will be addecTto a GIS wildlife map
and database that we are creating with the help of the
New Hampshire Audubon Society.

The LRAC and the Lamprey River Watershed As-
sociation have begun to tackle eradication of Japanese
knotweed at Wadleigh Falls. The Watershed Associa-
tion will be conducting a river survey next summer pro-
viding information for a more comprehensive \r\\/as\'^e

s\iec\es program.

The LRAC has met with Epping officials to assist

in planning improvements with drainage and invasives

eradication along the river mar the Town Hall.
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Outreach and Education. LRAC has presented our exhibit
at several fairs and gatherings including the statewide
watershed conference. The exhibits includes a popular
"Name the Turtle" chart. We have updated our two bro-
chures with current information and they are now avail-

able on our website. We continue to offer our Lamprey
River Curriculum for all grades, and our book, The Story
of Peter Little Bear, a Lamprey River Adventure. The
book is available at town offices in Lee, Newmarket, Dur-
ham, and Epping. All publications are also available from
Sharon Meeker 659-5441.

Goals for 2008

Complete the Lamprey River Tour Guide and have
them available in the four towns.

Assist the towns with necessary improvements, ki-

osks, etc. on properties along the Tour.
Work with towns to develop a program to control

invasive species.

Consolidate all our wildlife studies and related ma-
terial into an easily accessible format.

Work to improve drainage and run-off control is-

sues where needed.
Acquire conservation easements on more undevel-

oped land along the river.

Continue to work with towns and the University to
develop water use policies that aid water conservation.

Work with appropriate town committees to develop
historical and archeological information.

Continue to analyze and comment on plans for de-
velopment that affects the rlwer.

Committee Members:
Lee: Sharon Meeker, Kitty Miller

Epping: Kevin Martin, Chair

Newmarket: Sara Callaghan, Fred Pearson
Durham: Richard Kelley, Cynthia Belowski, Jim Hewitt,
Dick Lord, William Hall

At Large: Brian Giles

National Park Service: Jamie Fosburgh, Julie Ibsill
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HERrTA(5E COMMISSION

The Lee Heritage Commission works to preserve
Lee's historic agricultural and cultural resources. In
addition to monitoring and advising on the building

portions of conservation easements, the Commission
has begun inventories of Lee's cemeteries, stone
walls, and historic structures, and has continued to

ass'isi the Town with Discretionary Preservation

Easements and work with the University on preserv-
ing the Burley-DeMerrit Farmhouse.

Discretionary Preservation Easements
The Lee Heritage Commission continues to aid the
Board of Selectmen in implementing the state Dis-

cretionary Preservation Easement program for his-

toric agricultural structures (RSA 79-D), which au-

thorizes towns to grant a defined amount of tax re-

lief to barn owners who (a) can demonstrate the pub-
lic benefit of preserving their barns or other old

farm buildings, and (b) agree to maintain their struc-

tures throughout a minimum 10-year preservation
easement.

The law Is based on widespread recognition that many
of New Hampshire's old barns and other farm build-

ings are important local landmarks and help tell the
story of agriculture in the state's history. Yet many
of these historic structures are being demolished or

not repaired. This program encourages owners of
historic agricultural buildings to enter into preserva-
tion partnerships with their towns which are in-

tended to be mutually beneficial and ser\/e to protect
our unique agricultural heritage.

Eight barns in Lee have been approved for this pro-

gram during its first two years; applications for the
coming year are due at Town Hall by or before April

15, 2008.
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Burley-DeMerrIt Farmhouse
The Lee Heritage Commission has been working with
the University since July of 2006 to encourage the
renovation of the historic Burley-DeMerrit home. A
building assesserwent grant from the New Hampshire
Preservation Alliance last fall led to recommenda-
tions including a new roof, siding repairs, and rebuild-

ing one of the chimneys. This October, the Preserva-
tion Alliance announced that the Farmhouse made its

new list of the se\/er\ most endangered historic prop-
erties in New Hampshire. The Alliance's 2007 Seven
to Save program recognizes individual properties in

need of attention and resources and highlights the
broader preservation challenges that face New
Hampshire. Criteria for selection include the prop-
erty s significance, imminence of threat, and the im-

pact of Seven to Save listing. The Commission hopes
to partner with UNH to raise private funds to reha-
bilitate the quickly deteriorating home so that it can
be used as a rzs\dzr\cz and guesthouse for the or-

ganic dairy.
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Conservation Commission

Members of Conservation Commission: Richard Bab-
cock, Alan Eaton, Laura Gund, Antoinette Hartgerink,
Bill Humm (Chair), David Meeker, Tim Moody, Anne Tap-
pan (Alternate Member), Richard Weyrick (Emeritus)

Major Activities of Lee Conservation Commission

Protection of Open Space: The Lee Conserva-
tion Commission continues to work with the Town's
Board of Selectmen and Laurel Cox, the Land Protec-
tion Administrator, to expand the area of protected
open space within the Town. The Commission works
closely with the Land Protection Administrator to iden-

tify environmentally important land parcels within the
Town, assist in negotiation with landowners, develop
baseline documentation and stewardship plans, and pro-

vide financial support, from Commission funds, for sur-

vey costs, sales options, and incidental expenses re-

lated to land purchase or the granting of conservation
easements. In this past year, with the support of the
voters, these activities have helped the Town to expand
its area of protected land. The willingness of the citi-

zens of Lee to protect open space and fnd for future
generations \s known ana respected throughout the
State. We can be proud of this record but must not

forget that more needs to be done to ensure that fu-

ture citizens of Lee will have significant reminders of
the rural Lee we now enjoy.

Oversight of the Town's Conservation Easements:
The Conservation Commission \s charged with the re-

sponsibility of overseeing all conservation easements
held by the Town. Laura Gund has assumed responsibil-

ity for the organization and reporting of this activity.

In fulfilling this stewardship responsibility, members of
the Commission visit each easement annually to check
compliance with the terms of the easement. As the
Town's acreage of protected property increases, this

has become a major component of the Commission's
summer activities. In the past year 23 such site visits
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were made and conclusions formally reported to the
appropriate oversight organizations. Commission
members have also instated signs marking the
boundaries of several Town-owned properties.

Advice to Planning Board and Zoning Board of Ad-
justment: In accordance with its statutory responsi-
bilities, the Commission serves as advisor to the Plan-

ning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment on mat-
ters relating to the protection of wetlands and other
items of environmental concern. Antoinette Hart-
gerink has assumed primary responsibility for orga-
nizing and reporting this activity. During the period
covered by tnis report the Commission conducted
seyen site visits involving proposed construction pro-
jects, applications for special exceptions, variances
to the Town's zoning regulations, or other matters.
The site visits resulted In four written reports to
the ZBA. In addition to these formal activities,

members of the Commission, Richard Weyrick and
Antoinette Hartgerink primarily, have provided in-

formal advice to many landowners and/or contractors
before and during construction.

Educational and Outreach Activities: The Commis-
sion provided information relating to conservation
easements and its other responsibilities at the Lee
Fair (where it also provided its official fiddler, Alan
Eaton). Members of the Commission also partici-

pated in events organized and sponsored by Friends
of Lee Open Space, Oyster River Watershed Asso-
ciation, and other similar organizations. Alan Eaton
has added to the biological inventory (recording the
species and abundance of plants anci animals) for the
entire Lee Town Forest Complex. Copies of the in-

ventory, with color photos, are available to the public

at the Town Hall and Library. Members of the Com-
mission have also written articles on various topics
for the Lee Town Crier and Lee Conservation News.

Invasive Species: The Commission is becoming in-

creasingly concerned about the spread of invasive

131



plant species throughout the Town. It Is actively

searching for methods to remove or contain those
\r\\/as\\/es which are most threatening to indigenous

spedes.

4H Conservation Camp Scholarship: In previous

years the Commission nas awarded one, or more, full

scholarships to the Barry 4H Conservation Camp to

Lee residents. In 2007 there were no applicants for
such a scholarship. Students living in the Town who
are interested \r\ applying for a Spring 2008 scholar-

ship award are encouraged to contact a member of
the Commission.

Retirement of Alan Eaton. . Alan Eaton has retired

from the Commission after more than 6 years. On
behalf of the Town the Conservation Commission
would like to thank Alan for his many years of
collegial service and his exceptional and continuing

contribution, represented by The Biological

Inventory of the Town Forests, which will continue to

be of sevMice and interest to the Commission and to

the Town. Paul Pepler has been appointed by the
Board of Selectmen to replace Alan on the
Commission.
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RECREATION COMMISSION

Little River Park is located just off of Route 155 and is

the land in-between 155 and Lee Hill Road and has the
Little River as its western boundary. The Park is open
now for walking, fishing, binding and sledding.
Snowmobiles pass through on the snowmobile trail. All

terrain vehicles are prohibited.
Plans for future development of Little River Park

are cominq together nicely. The Recreation Commission
has compfeted a topographic survey of the former pit

floor and adjacent areas and developed engineering plans
for family and athletic oriented facilities. A Site
Specific Permit" was granted from NH DES late in 2007
and construction can begin when funds become available.

There are serious
erosion problems from the
former gravel pit operation
that will need to be
addressed auickly. These
erosion problems and the
earthmoving required to
shape the former pit to
future uses can be taken
care of at the same time.
This would mean funding all

of the earthmoving up front
rather than piece by piece. Although this requires more
money initially, the earthwork woulcTbe done and all areas
could be seeded and stabilized and improvements made to
the park over time rather than to disturb ground for
each park improvement.

The steep slopes of the former pit have some
areas with erosion that will be olanted with native shrubs
and plants in the spring of 20(j8. Anyone who wishes to
help plant is welcome. Look for a notice in the Town Crier
or The e-news.

A multi-purpose pavilion and a playground are
included in the plans. One of the first items to be
constructed is the parking lot so that visitors have a
place to park that is off the road and near the sledding
and walking. Grant money is being pursued to create
additional walking trails that will include fitness stations.

Public feedback to the Recreation Commission at
the Lee Country Fair has been overwhelmingly positive.

Or\Qo\r\q recreational activities include pick-up
basketban at Mast Way on Sundays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Anyone is welcome to join m.
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The f^^r^ii| jy^ ^W ^^^"^ popular tag
Hunt was held K'^^^^B^#^ - at Town field the
day before fea^»>^.^

^"^"^Jlk Easter to the
delight of mKH^m^sss»^ ^^ many children.
Brigntly colored eggs filled with candy or slips of paper
to redeem prizes sent children of all ages scrambling to
quickly find as many eggs as possible. Many thanks to
Cynthia McClain for organizing the event and to the
Friends of Lee Recreation for their assistance. Judy
Belanqer and her little helpers are responsible for filling

over "2,000 eggs with candy and prize coupons. Their
hard work is greatly appreciated by all who participated!

The Annual Fishing Derby \Nas a great success.
The fish and the weather cooperated as youngsters
pulled out fish after fish. We are fortunate that the
Stevens Family \s willinq to host the Fishing Derby at
their beautiful farm on Tuttle Road.

Recreation Commission meetings are held on the
first Monday of every month at 7 pm at the Town Hall
Annex. All are welcome.

Submitted by the Lee Recreation Commission: Phil

Sanborn, Jr., Dawn Genes, John Shea, Geoff Carlton, Ann
Wright, Dave Young Charles McClain, Cynthia McLain, Paul
Kerrigan, and Steve Slovinski.
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CEMETERY TRUSTEES

Cemetery Superintendent Randy Stevens and Warren Hatch
mowed considerable acreage this year too. Peter Hoyt joined their

ranks as working for the Highway Department part of the time
earned him the privilege of helping to mow at the Cemetery as well.

Matthew Stevens painted the Chesley Cemetery fence with a spe-

cial paint that will help preserve the ornate iron fence which was
repaired and had sections replaced with Jerith fencing, the same
as is used at the Lee Hill cemetery. TruGreen ChemLawn was again

used at Lee Hill and Old Parish Cemeteries to control grubs, which
have been a major problem of late, and to apply fertilizer.

This year the Veterans' memorial stone at the Town Field was
cleaned for the first time. Bushes to either side of the stone
were pruned back and a large pine nearby had some limbs removed
that were hanging down low to the ground and interfering with

grass mowing.

At Old Parish Cemetery, a large tree near the outside fence was
supporting a lush growth of poison ivy which was sprayed by Tru-
Green ChemLawn in order to get rid of it and keep it from spread-
ing. Poison ivy control is carried out at all the cemeteries we are
responsible for so it does not become a problem.

While we have not gotten the sign for Lee Hill cemetery yet, the
bulletin board has been erected and will carry messages such as

who the Cemetery Trustees are and how to reach them plus no-

tices of when the cemetery is closed for the winter season , when
the water is to be turned on and off, and notices of special inter-

est.

The Trustees were contacted by a lot owner who noted that the
pine tree near their lot had dripped sap on their stones and made
them very dirty. Randy pruned back the pine limbs and Roy Monu-
ment cleaned tne two stones involved to a pristine condition.

Work on abandoned cemeteries on private property continued. A
special thank you to Scout Howard Hoff III, whose Eagle Scout
Project was to clean up and refurbish the Jenkins Family cemetery
on Jenkins Road. It looks great! The Chapman Cemetery on the
Couse property had its stones cleaned and repaired. The Otis
cemetery on tne Woodward property had its stones cleaned and
repaired and some tree and limb removal done and stumps ground.
The owners have agreed to repair the fence at their expense. The
Tobias Cartland Cemetery on the Rogers property had its stone
cleaned and straightened. The owners had trees removed and have
agreed to repair the fence at their cost. We had the stumps
ground. The Matthews cemetery on the Hutton property had poi-

son ivy and oak treated and stump grinding done. Owners removed
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the trees at their expense and Mrs. Hutton is currently working on
locating stones buried under the ground and repositioning them to

their proper place. Once this task is completed, the stones will be
cleaned and repaired. Once work is finished, all property owners
have agreed to maintain these cemeteries. Thank you! Police Offi-
cer Tom Dronsfield and friend removed brush and cleaned up the
Dame Cemetery on the Sanborn property and Mr. Sanborn disposed

of the brush. Thank you! We cleaned and repaired the stones. The
Trustees are considering declaring this cemetery officially aban-
doned and making its care our responsibility from now on. This

cemetery is highly visible from the road, has been refurbished once
by the Boy Scouts and two times by Durham-Great Bay Rotary, and
has gone back to a disreputable state each time. The Trustees
would like to prevent this from happening again as we did with the
Hoitt Cemetery across from the Maud Jones Memorial Forest.

Thank you to the VFW Post 10676 of Lee for again placing memorial
flags on veterans' graves and another thank you to Randy, Warren,
Peter, and Matt for keeping the cemeteries looking so good.

Respectfully submitted:
Donna F. Eisenhard, Honorary Lifetime Cemetery Trustee
Marianne Banks
Jacquelyn Neill

Janice Neill
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LAND PROTECTION

Land protection in Lee continues to be very active,

with the goal of protecting the working landscape of

Lee's farms, forests, and the riparian corridors along

the Oyster and Lamprey Rivers and their tributaries.

The land protection efforts m Lee have evolved to

include more community involvement with the newly
established Agricultural Committee, community
awareness of transportation needs, desire for a

town-wide network of trails, the need for more local

food production, the summer farmers market, and an
increased awareness of the need for responsible land

stewardship. We will need these cultivated, wild, and
open spaces in the future for the local production of

food, Tiber, fuel, and clean drinking water for our hu-

man population, as well as for habitat protection for

the creatures and plants with whom we share our

land.

Land Protection to Date
As of September of 2007, we have a town-wide total

of about 2,167 protected or town-owned acres, which
\s almost 177o of the 12,926 total acres that are in

Lee. We have approximately 416 acres that are ac-

tively in the process of acquiring conservation ease-

ments. When those transactions are closed, we
should have a total of about 2,583 acres, which is

about 20% of our total area. This \s coming closer to

the 257o figure that the Society for the Protection

of New Hampshire Forests was recommending sev-

eral years ago. (New York City has about 27 /o of its

land in open space!)

2007 (Grants for Land Protection
Lee was awarded a $450,000 grant from the 2007
New Hampshire Department or Environmental Ser-
vices Water Supply Land Grant Program to help pur-

chase the Old Mill and Snell Road properties of kel-

ley (48 and 9 acres), and conservation easements for

the Tecce (41 acres) and Ford (70 acres) properties

on Garrity Road. (The conservation easement for the
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Ford property is a landowner donation valued at

$610,000.)
The Lamprey River Advisory Committee has agreed
to fund up to $55,000 in matching funds for the
conservation easement for the 25-acre farmland of

the Lee portion of the Kelsey property on Lee Hook
Road. (The Wetland Reserve Program '\s funding the
conservation easement and wetland reclamation pro-

jects for the 105-acre Durham portion of the farm.)

We are receiving a $100,000 grant from the Land-
owner Incentive Program (LIP) of the NH Fish and
Game, which helps private landowners pay for part of

the costs of conservation easements tnat are de-

signed to encourage wildlife habitats.

2008 Grant Applications Pending

Lee is in the final stages of a $104,000 grant appli-

cation from the 2008 NHDES Water Supply Land
Grant Program for an Oyster River watershed prop-

erty.

Last year Lee applied for up to $2.8 million \r\

matcning grants from the rederally funded Coastal

Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP). It

was first a state competition, in which the top three
state applications move on to the national level. Ours
qualified, and we learned in September that Lee's ap-

plication ranked number 11 out of 44 applications in

the nation and has a good chance of securing the
funding.

Land Protection Funding Programs
The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural

Resource Conservation Service sponsors the Wetland
Reserve Program (WRP) that is designed to protect

river corridors and wetlands. It is especially inter-

ested in reclaiming former wetlands tnat had been
drained to become marginal agricultural fields. We
are able to use this program as a match for the NH
Department of Environmental Services grant in order

to pay for both conservation easements and fee sim-

ple purchases for the Old Mill Road properties along

the Oyster River that the town voted to protect In
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both the 2006 and 2007 town meetings. Next year
we are looking at possible WRP easements on about
eight more properties.

This program is particularly attractive to the town
because WRP can pay up to 1007o of the cost of the
easement, all of the transaction costs, and will also

pay for necessary wetland reclamation costs. The
help with reclamation, both financially and in techni-

cal support from NRCS, is particularly helpful for the
five Old Mill Reserve properties, three of which have
old gravel pits that need recontouring and revegetat-
ing. The NRC5 is pioneering some new techniques us-

ing warm season native grasses and other dry land

species that will require minimum maintenance for

the town, but will provide an attractive wild area that
will be accessible to the public. They are partnering

with other state and local agencies, including the NH
State Nursery and the Strafford County Conserva-
tion District ror obtaining plants.

The USDA Farm and Ranch Protection Program Is ap-

propriate for actively farmed open farmland that has

good soils. We plan on two spring 2008 applications

for this program, which offers a 50% match to other
funds, which can come from the landowner in the
form of a donation, or from local or state funding
sources.

The NH Department of Environmental Services Wa-
ter Supply Land Grant Program has been very helpful

to the protection of properties along the Oyster
River. Their priority is the protection of both pre-

sent and potential municipal water supplies, so the
Lee portion of the Oyster and Lamprey Rivers are
very important because of their roles as major mu-
nicipal water sources for both the town of t5urham
and the University of New Hampshire.

The Lamprey River Advisory Committee has been a

major supporter for conservation easements along

the Lamprey River, which \s a federally recognized
Wild and Scenic River. The LRAC has actively sup-
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ported land protection m Lee by helping to fund the
Land Protection Administrator job tor work done on
Lee properties along the Lamprey River.

UNH Burley-DeMeritt and Bartlett-Dudley Farms
Lee is working actively with the University of New
Hampshire, through tne Lee Heritage Commission, to

protect both the land and the historic Burley-

beMeritt Farmstead on Lee Hook Road. We secured
a grant from the New Hampshire Preservation Alli-

ance last winter to assess the condition of the farm-
house and are now preparing other grant applications

for further planning, designing, and execution of the
project. The project includes placing conservation
easements on most of the 320 acres of the Burley-

DeMeritt and Bartlett-Dudley Farms, which have ma-
jor frontage on both Lee Hook Road and the Lamprey
River. The Selectmen of Lee have been working to-

ward the protection of these farms for o\/er 20
years because of the importance of these farms to

the agricultural heritage and rural character of the
town of Lee.

The Sewen to Save Program of the New Hampshire
PreseryaWon Alliance recognized the Burley-

DeMeritt farmhouse as one of the sewen most sig-

nificant but endangered historic buildings m the
state at their meeting in September. The farmhouse
was also determined to be eligible for inclusion on

the New Hampshire State and National Registers of

Historic Places last year. This formal recognition of

its historic significance in Lee's history should help \r\

applications for outside funding for the protection

and preservation of the farm.

Cooperation with Neighboring Towns
Lee was unable to secure the protection of the
Chesley Brook Farm on Packers Falls Road last year,

so this year has worked actively to transfer the
$340,000 Farm and Ranch Protection Program
grants to help the towns of Madbury and Durham ac-

quire conseryaWon easements to protect part of the
Roselawn Farm, off Perkins Road in Madbury. This
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was an excellent example of regional cooperation, and
kept the Lee grant money in our local neighborhood,
rather than having it returned to Washington, DC.
The Tri-Town ^reenwav group from Durham, Lee, and
Madbury met with the Durham Conservation Commis-
sion to present information about the almost 2200-
Qcre Tri-Town Greenway that includes land in all

three towns, along the Oyster River, Cherry Lane,
and Beech Hill neighborhoods.
Lee works actively and cooperatively with our
neighboring towns, county, regional, and state organi-

zations in securing the protection of open space. The
Oyster and Lamprey River Watershed Associations
involve community members m the need to care for
and monitor our precious riparian corridors.

The Lamprey River Advisory Committee has begun to
identify specific neighborhoods of concern along the
nwer, such as the Wadleigh Falls and Lee Hook areas.

The Strafford Regional Planning Commission contin-

ues to be a major help '\n supplying maps and aerial

photographs, as well as basic soils and statistical

data tnat help in the preparation of grant applica-

tions.

The publication of the NH Fish and Game Wildlife
Action Plan and the NH Coastal Program's NH Coastal
Plan, with their accompanying maps of identified con-
servation focus areas and careful analyses, have been
very helpful in supporting our grant applications.

The publication or the NH Fish and Game
"Wildlife Action Plan" and "The Land Conservation
Plan for New Hampshire's Coastal Watersheds" of
the NH Coastal Program, with their accompanying
maps of identified conseryation focus areas and
careful analyses, have been very helpful in supplying
data for our grant applications.

There is an increasing awareness of the need for lo-

cal agricultural and energy production. The schools
and community groups are using more local foods in

their programs. The Lee Hill 4-H group is very ac-
tive, and the Ag in the Classroom program reaches
oyer 1000 fourth graders through its program at
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UNH every June. The Strafford County Farm Bu-

reau had its annual picnic m Lee this year, featur-

ing a display of biodiesel production. The Lee Ag-
riculture Committee sponsored Lee Farm Day, at

which 13 farm sites, most protected, or in the
process of being protected, by conservation ease-

ments, were open to the public, with many farm
activities and displays.

Lee continues to be recognized throughout the
state for its commitment to the protection of its

farm and forestlands, especially because that
commitment extends to the "working landscape"

by its encouragement of active and sustainable

forestry and agricultural activities, which also

help build a strong community.
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COMMUNITY GARDENERS

Your loyal town garden volunteers have been hard at

work, come rain (refer to picture) or heat wawe. We
hope you have noticed!

The Safety Center'. With the help of Randy and his

team, two Snowdrift crabapple trees v\/ere planted by
the entrance and exit to the safety complex. Do keep a

lookout for them blooming in the spring.

The Recycling Center: Operation Upgrade is a project in

process...

Phase 1: Our successful spring planting of blueberry
bushes was followed, as you may have observed, by an
alarming weed event mid-summer. Thanks to the heroic

effort of the crisis extermination crev\j and a covering

of black plastic, the problem was resolved, and with the
help of a Master Gardener Association grant and nine

enthusiastic Brownies, 150 daffodil bulbs are now in

place near the blueberries. Next, before snowf lakes
fall, winterberry bushes and two viburnum shrubs will be
added.

Phase 2: spring/fall 08

In accord with our qoal of creating a "sustainable gar-

den" the plan calls for a screen of hemlocks to the
northeast, as well as more native shrubs, plants, wild-

flowers, and ground covers in the area.

Our vision is limited only by our stamina. Mainte-
nance of all the town gardens \s on-going and your help is

needed. We WELCOME new energy anci enthusiasm, so
do JOIN our ranks and help us make Lee town spaces
become ever more eye-catching.
Call or email: Carolyn Bassage 659-3372

cbassage@aol.com
Gael Grant 659-6709 rampartsnh@comcast.net

143



FRIENDS OF THE LEE PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Board of Directors continues with fund raising pro-

jects to enhance support of the library:

The Holiday Open House tour of six historic Lee homes
and the Lee Church Congregational was held early in De-
cember. The homeowners were gracious to open their

homes for the holiday season of touring, history, baked
goods, and friendly conversation.

Local nurseries and florists assisted with donated items

for decoration. Lee Town Hall personnel and historic

pamphlets of Lee which aided with the history of each
home and the church \Nere included in the brochure.

Membership in the Friends continues with a great deal

of support from the community. We gratefully thank all

who have joined to become the large group of Friends of

the Library.

The Lee Community Cookbook, book bags, T-shirts,

aprons, note cards, and Yankee Magazine Community
Partners subscriptions were on sale at the library.

The monies raised from these endeavors are used to

purchase, support, and enhance the capabilities of the
library. This year the Board has approved the following:

1. Support for the summer reading program, includ-

ing books, performers, storytellers, reading in-

centives, and snacks.

2. Dan Grady - marionette performance
3. Magyk books
4. Wrist bells and rhythm sticks

5. A new wooden library bookcase
6. Audio cases for the Young Adult Collection

7. Refrigerator magnets - with Lee Public Library

information (hours of operation, address, phone
and fax numbers and email address)

8. Snacks for the after school reading program
9. Museum passes for Currier Museum of Art,
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Canterbury Shaker Village, Strawbery Banke Mu-
seum, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Portsmouth
Children's Museum and, shared with the Madbury
and Durham Libraries, the Boston Children's Mu-
seum and Boston Museum of Science.

A Country Dance was held at the Lee Church Congrega-
tional in November for the community and friends. Par-

ticipants enjoyed a variety of dances, fun, and food.

Baked goods (courtesy of Friends members) and bever-
ages were made available at Town Meeting.

Thank you to all Friends' members and community mem-
bers that have contributed time, expertise and support-
all critical to the success of the library.

Respectfully
Phyllis Foxall

submitted:
(Co-President)

Board of Directors
Friends of Lee Public Library
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LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

In FY 2006-2007, the Lee Library Board of Trustees
accomplished the following:

Pay Equity for staff: We completed a pay equity study
for the library staff, examining each staff position and
responsibilities. Included in the study were comparisons
of Lee with towns of equivalent size, educational level,

median income, and levels of library activity. This study
was submitted to The Board of Selectmen.

Policy work: The board revised the library's circulation,

color copier, and printer policies and approved a Public

Access Computer Policy and Wireless Access Policy;

Long Range Planning: As part of their management role,

the trustees continued to develop their long-range plan

for the Lee Library. As part of this two-year process,

the trustees utilized the Library Consultant's Report,

attended workshops on library renovations, and visited

new libraries in order to research the many aspects of

library design and use. In the fall of 2006, the trustees

met with different town groups and commissions to

share information on what they had learned and gather
citizen input on the needs of the library. The trustees
developed a Library Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)

which incorporated this research and input and was sub-

mitted to the Lee Planning Board as part of the CIP
process approved at town meeting. The existing library

building neither meets requirements for a town the size

of Lee nor complies with federal and state-mandated
guidelines for handicap access, weight loads, fire and
building codes, etc. As the library can no longer fulfill

its mission to the Town of Lee with respect to access to

resources (hard and electronic), the trustees recom-
mend that a new library be included in the Town's Capital

Improvement Plan.

Board Membership: In March 2007, two new members
were elected to the Board of Trustees: Katrinka Pellec-

chia and Cynthia Giguere-Unrein. We would like to thank
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our two retired board members, Cathy Swanson and Lori

Lavac for their dedication and service to the Lee Li-

brary.

The Lee Library Board of Trustees are pleased to rec-

ognize the proressional and dedicated liorary staff and
the library's patrons, whose support and patronage help

to rank us first among our comparator towns. The fact
that our library is used as mucn as it is despite its in-

adequate space is a testament to both our staff and the
residents of Lee.

The trustees look forward to another challenging and
rewarding year with our gem, the Lee Public Library.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lee Public Library Board of Trustees

Margaret Dolan
Carol Evans
Annie Gasowskl
Cynthia Oiguere-Unrein
Katrinka Pellecchia
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McGregor Memorial E^S
(formerly Durham Ambulance Corps)

2007 Lee Town Report

"Committed to Compassionate Excellence"

McGregor Memorial EMS is a regional non-profit
orqanization providing emergency meaical szr\i\czs and
edijcation to the communities of Lee, Durham, Madbury,
and UNH. Our volunteers include residents of Lee,
Durham and Madbury, and students at UNH. Founded
nearly four decades ago in memory of Dr. George G.

McGregor, this year we will be celebrating our 40th
anniversary providing exemplary emergency S2,rM\czs to
the community. McGregor mainfains ox\ organizational
commitment to excellence, and prides itself on being one
of the most cost-effective, highly trained and
professionally organized ambulance sery'ices in the
state. Compassionate service is the hallmark of our
organization. To learn more about McGregor, visit our
weDSite at www.mcqreqorems.orq or call us at 862.3674.

Statistics. In 2007, Mc&reqor remanded to 335 calls in

Lee, a 36% increase from 2006. In addition to the calls

in Lee, we responded to 996 calls in Durham and on the
UNH campus, 103 calls in Madbury, and 78 calls to other
communities. For 2008, we are projecting approximately
1500 calls total.

2007 Accomplishments
Significantly Increased Hours Volunteered On-Call
Volunteer hours
increased 25%

15,000+
hours
volunteered
in 2007
(est.)

12,000+
hours
volunteered
in 2006

This is the fundamental basis for our ability to deliver
call coverage 24x7.

Hiph Performance
Mc67regor's^ availability is one of the best in the state.

r- 99.37o availability of N\cGreqQvs two front-line
ambulances (2006)

148



Oyer 700 "Community CPR Heroes" Trained
Mc67regor tM5 is the largest provider of CPR training to

the local community.
r 700+ "Community CPR Heroes" were trained in

2007
> Provided at low cost in partnership with Lee,

Durham and Madbury public libraries

CPR Safe School Training and Certification Program
McC^regor tM5 began its CPR Sate program in kuub.
Schools are certified as CPR Safe when they have one or
more defibrillators (AEbs) available and have trained
over 75% of their teachers and staff in CPR.

r- McGregor EMS has trained and certified the
following Oyster River schools as CPR Safe:

o AAoharimet Elementary
o Mastway Elementary
o Oyster River Middle School

> McGregor EMS has CPR Safe program has been
cited by the NH State Dept. of Education as a
model for other schools.

> McGregor purchased additional defibrillators for
the schools using $6,000 \x\ community donations.

Homeland Security Grant Award
Mc&regor received a Homeland Security Grant for new
protective clothing, increasing readiness for both day-to-
day and large scale emergencies.

r This grant saved taxpayers $50,692.
> We have applied for a $38,000 grant to fund x\z\n

communications equipment, and orz hopeful that it

will be awarded.

School Emergency Medical Equipment Maintenance
Program
At no cost to the schools, McGregor now maintains
defibrillator and oxygen equipment at the Oyster River
schools.

> This program, together with the CPR Safe
program, sawes the schools over $5000, which they
haci previously paid to a for-profit company.

Paramedic On-call Program
^4 X / on-call paramedic program added to provide
enhanced coverage to the community.

> A McGregor paramedic is available 98% of the
time.

Station Renovations
txtensive renovations of our station were done to
enhance operational readiness and help retain and attract
volunteers.
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> /McGregor volunteers donated hundreds of hours
of labor.

> Paid for with donations from the McOregor
Building Fund.

Mc(9reQor Institute of EMS "Committed to Excellence in

tMS tducation"
Among the largest centers of
education for the EMS professional in

the Seacoast.
r Offers low-cost CPR to the community.
> Provides crucial education to EMS professionals

living in the Sz(\CQas\ and beyond.
> Financially self-sustaining.
> Reduces cost of providing EMS coverage, saving

our communities over $40,000 per year.

Feedback from Customers
A list of our accomplishments for the year would be
incomplete without feedback from our "customers"—the
patients we transported to the hospital. Here's what they
had to say in written survey responses:
I deeply appreciate the quality of care, the sensitivity

and compassion, and the reassuring presence exhibited by
the EM IS who helped me. Positive, supportive and
informative. Very professional. I feir very confident and
reassured by their skill knowledge and bed side
manner '...My deep thanks.

"

McGregor Patient, 2007
"Because of the quick response, I feel as though my
daughter wasgerting the best quality care. She was
extremely frightened and was calmed by these
professionals whose concern at all times was my
daughter. I love them! In the extreme heat of the day,

the situation, and the unknown seriousness of the
accident, these EMTs who responded so auickly were not
only courteous, professional, and caring, but also were
very calming for the accident victim, ihey also made
sure to stop in to see my daughter before they left the
hospital. They spoke directly to her about being brave
ana doing everyrhinq the asked her to do perfectly. Jney
took the time, which is a rare commodity these days.

"

McGregor Patient, 2007
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Call Volume Trends



CPR and First Aid Training

We are proud to be the largest provider of
CPR training to tlie communities we serve.

Community CPR Heroes

trained by McGregor

2006 250+ local CPR heroes

2007 700+ local CPR heroes

Ordinary people living and working in

Durham, Lee, Madbury and UNH who
have learned to do an extraordinary

thing-

Save a Life.

Advanced Life Support (ALS)

. 61% of patients required ALS '\r\ 2007 , usually a
paramedic

. the need for ALS has increased significantly \r\ the
last five years

• 2007 marked our 20 anniversary providing ALS to
the communities we serve

McGregor Memorial EMTs
• 6 Paramedics (1 Paramedic-in-Training)
. 13 Advanced EMTs (Intermediates)

23 EMT-Basics
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THE HOMEMAKERS HEALTH SERVICES

Thanks to our partnership with the Town of Lee over
the past several years. The Homemakers Health Ser-
vices has successfully provided critical home health,

home support and adult medical day care serw'ices to

those residents of Lee who do not nave the ability to

pay for them.

Since 1974, our mission at The Homemakers has been to

help older and disabled Strafford County residents re-

main independent, in their own homes ana out of nursing

homes, by providing professional, cost-effective, quality

home health, home support, and adult medical day care
services.

Annually, our Agency provides nearly $3.5 million worth
of home health, home support and adult medical day care
y'\s'\is to elderly and disabled persons throughout the
County. These visits include skilled nursing, rehabilita-

tive therapies, medical social work, home health aide,

homemaker, adult in-home care, Alzheimer's respite, and
adult medical day care services.

As health care professionals, we at The Homemakers
are committed to providing these services to all of

those in need, regardless of a person's ability to pay.

0\/er the past three years. The Homemakers has pro-

vided an annual average of more than $211,590 wortn of

nonreimbursed home health, home support, and adult

medical day care serylces.

Each year through our annual Charity Care fundraisers,

The Homemakers has successfully raised more than half

of the cost for nonreimbursed services provided.

Despite our success with such events, the cost of pro-

viding services for which we are either not reimbursed
at all, or inadequately reimbursed by Medicare and
Medicaid, continues to exceed the amounts raised

through these events, and it is a continuous struggle to

carry these losses.
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We look forward to continuing our partnership with the
Town of Lee to provide health care services to those

Lee residents who cannot afford the cost of the vital

health care services they need to remain healthy and
independent in their own homes.

During Fiscal Year 2007, The Homemakers:
• Provided 14,736 skilled health care visits

throughout Strafford County, which included

nursing, rehabilitative therapies, medical social

work, and home health aid visits;

• Provided 24,082 home support visits, which in-

cluded homemaker and in-home care provider vis-

its;

• Provided 44,929 hours of Adult Day Care for

older and disabled person as well as respite for

their caregivers;

Offered numerous community wellness programs
including flu clinics, Alzheimer's Educational Semi-
nars for Caregivers, monthly Strong Living, Aero-
bics of the Mind, Friend to Friend, and free Ad-
vance Directives seminars. We have also facili-

tated a monthly Alzheimer's Support Group and

hosted a weekly TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)

chapter.

Delivered more than 200 Holiday Food and Gift

baskets to elderly and/or disabled people

throughout the county.

In recognition of The Homemakers' dedication and con-

tribution to the health of elderly persons in our commu-
nity. Citizens Bank New Hampshire and WMUR-TV
named The Homemakers Health Services as its 2007
first quarter Champion in Action in the area of Elder

Support,.

The Champions in ActionSM program is designed to rec-

ognize and support non-profit organizations for their

contributions to New Hampshire communities.
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Lamprey Health Care

Lamprey Health Care is a 35-year-olcl nonprofit com-
munity health care organization providing primary
medical services, social services, information and re-

ferral, and transportation to seniors and disabled
residents of Lee and thirty one other communities.
We wish to thank the citizens of Lee for their con-
tinuing support.
• Primary care medical services span prenatal to

geriatric age groups. No one Is refused care be-
cause they cannot pay—a sliding fee scale is avail-

able. Other community health programs are sub-
stance abuse and mental health services, preven-
tion and education activities (diabetes, asthma,
nutritional counseling, HIV/AIDS testing and
counseling, breast and cerwlca\ screening pro-
gram), and social sers/lces. Our goal is to remove
barriers that prevent access to care.

• InfoLink offers free, confidential, comprehensive
information and referral to local and national so-

cial service organizations and support groups. In-
foLink's expertise provides the link to community
resources when help is needed. A friendly, caring

professional Is available weekdays 1-888-499-
2525 M-F 9-5 or our online database
www.infolinknh.org can assist anytime.

• Senior Transportation Program enables elders
and adults witn disabilities to remain independent
and safe In their own homes by providing access
to essential services such as rides to weekly shop-
ping, medical appointments, and recreation. This
door to door service makes transportation avail-

able for groceries, the pharmacy, post office or
bank, ancT day trips. All buses are handicapped
accessible.

659-2424 M-F 8-4

Thank you to the town of Lee.

Debbie Bartley
Community Services Manager
(603)422-8220
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Strafford Regional Planning Commission

Strafford Regional Planning Commission (SRPC), a politi-

cal subdivision of the State of New Hampshire, serves in

an advisory role to the Town of Lee and seventeen other
member communities. We provide professional planning

services to help officials, boards and citizens to manage
growth and facilitate regional collaborative efforts.

SRPC's professional staff offers a range of planning ser-

y\ces in transportation, land use, conservation, economic
development, downtown revitalization, and geographic
information systems ((5IS) mapping and analysis. These
services are available in customized modes to meet the
diverse needs of the volunteers who are the foundation

of communities. Our member communities also have ac-

cess to additional SRPC educational resources including

our website, newsletter, library, guides, workshops, fo-

rums, and personalized training.

SRPC conducted the following projects and initiatives

for Lee in 2007:
Provided (5IS mapping services to Planning staff

and the Conservation Commission
Met with Economic Development Committee to

discuss creation of zoning districts.

Provided assistance with Route 125 Corridor

Study.
Provided assisiance with capital improvement

plans.

Assisted the Land use administrator on land pro-

tection applications and grants.

SRPC also provided the following services to Lee and
other municipalities in 2007 including:

Established a Regional Impact Committee, which
in 2007 reviewed 3 developments determined by local

Planning Boards to have potential regional impact.

Coordinated our communities' responses to the
updat2 of NH Ten Year Transportation Improvement
Plan.

Hosted a Riparian Buffer Workshop with NH Es-
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tuaries Project to help communities protect water
quality.

Completed the Route 125 Corridor Study from
Route 101 north to the Spaulding Turnpike including a

buildout analysis and recommendations tor transporta-
tion projects and land use changes.

Updated the Regional Travel Demand Model for
traffic modeling and air quality conformity analyses.

Preparecia Model DrinKing Water plan ror Pro-

tection or Surface Water Supply Areas Ordinance as

part of the Innovative Land Use Planning Techniques
with Dept of Environmental Services and NH Assoc of
Regional Planning Commissions. http://
www.des.state.nh.us/REPP/
ilupth/20070805_drinking_water_supply.doc

Distributed New Hampsliire Planning and Land
Use Regulation books to all local land use boards.

We look forward to working with the citizens and offi-

cials of Lee in 2008. Thank you for the opportunity to

serve you and for your continuing support of regional

planning. Further questions or comments can be re-

ferred to Cynthia Copeland, AICP, Executive Director
at

jc@strafford.orq .

Please visit our website at www.strafford.orq .
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IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES

TOWN & SCHOOL ELECTIONS:
Held on the 2nd Tuesday in March at the Mast Way
School. Polling hours are 8 am to 7 pm.

Tax Bills are mailed out around May and October.
Normally due July 1st and Dec. 1st.

Tax Abatement form: due by March 1st

Tax Credit or Exemption Form: due by April 15th
(Includes Veteran's Tax Credit, Elderly, Blind,

and Serviceman's Disability.)

Tax Deferral Form for Elderly and Disabled:

Due March 1st.

Current Use Application Form: Due April 15th

Report of Wood or Timber cut: Due May 15th

Dogs must be licensed by April 30th \n order to avoid
penalties

MEETING SCHEDULE- Subject to change

SELECTMEN: Meet 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7:00 pm

PLANNING BOARD: Meet 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at

7:00 pm.

ZONING BOARD: Meet 4th Thursday at 7:00 pm.

LEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Meet 1st Tuesday in April

May, October and November at 7:30 pm at Mast Way
School. New Members are welcome.

WATER RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE:
Meet 3rd Thursday at 7:30 pm in Town Hall Annex.
Meetings are open to public.



TOWN DIRECTORY

POLICE/FIRE/AMBULANCE- Emergency Number 911

LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT 659-5411
Hours: 8:00 am to 5:00 am, Monday through Friday

Burn permits required, unless snow on ground.

To obtain a permit call during business hours.

Joseph Lombardo, Chief

AMBULANCE SERVICE 862-3674
McGregor Memorial Ambulance; Business calls only

LEE TRANSFER STATION 659-2239
Hours: 8:00 am to 6:00 pm, Tuesday A Thursday

8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Saturday
Closed Holidays

Mandatory Recycling- Use of Facility by permit only.

Permits available in Selectmen's Office and at transfer

station.

Roger Rice, Manager

LEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 659-2626
Hours: Monday S^ Wednesday, 12:00 Noon to 8:00 pm

Tuesday 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Thursday A Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Closed Sundays and Holidays

July & August open 9:00 am to 12 noon on Saturdays
Lisa Morin, Library Director

Michelle Stevens, Assistant Librarian

Scottie Robinson, Children's Librarian

OYSTER RIVER SCHOOL DISTRICT:
SAU Office 868-5100

Mast Way School 659-3001
Moharimet 742-2900

ORMS 868-2820
ORHS 868-2375
Transportation office 868-1610






